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“We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious future.” Eph. 4:3,4 (NLT)

online learning. One hybrid course
concentrates on individual and
group spiritual counseling, and the
other focuses on operations and fi-
nances with an ARC store.
The modules and instructors in-

clude:
• Module 1 – Addic-
tions Theory and
Practice – Neisha
McNeal
• Module 2 – Spiritual
Regeneration and
Recovery Programs –
Neisha McNeal
(Detroit)
• Module 3 – Leader-
ship and Human
Resources – Major
Randall Polsley and
Wes McKenzie
• Module 4 – Opera-
tions and Finance –
Envoy Tom Canfield
and Envoy Jacqulynn
Idzior (Minneapolis)

Participants learn impactful lead-
ership, effective communication
and teamwork principles. Areas of
concentration include recruitment,
onboarding, development, and en-
gagement teams. The program fo-
cuses on how to effectively
communicate the synergy between
the general mission of The Salva-
tion Army and the more defined
mission of the ARC.
Learned skills include under-

standing how to articulate the
causes, effects and behaviors associ-
ated with addiction. Participants
also learn best practices of an ARC
thrift retail model, including pro-
duction and merchandising.
Neisha McNeal, ARC Command

director of program who has been
leading the first module, shared that
it is going great. Participants are put-
ting a lot of positive energy into the
course and the engagement is high.
“While the certification program

in a cohort structure, is comprised of
four required courses (a total of 12
credit hours), using both hybrid and
online learning delivery modules. It
includes two hybrid courses deliv-
ered as one-week intensives (in per-
son) and is supplemented with

by Lt. Colonel Darlene Harvey

A
new Adult Rehabilitation
Centers (ARC) Leadership
Certificate Program de-
buted earlier this year. Its

genesis came from Major Charlene
Polsley, ARC Command leader for of-
ficer development, who felt a desire
to offer more ARC training for offi-
cers and employees.
“I have always felt it’s important

to invest in our employees and offi-
cers,” said Major Charlene. “This is a
very practical way.”
Through Talent Ladder, a division

of Indiana Wesleyan University, the
program’s first cohort began in Janu-
ary with 19 officers and employees.
The certificate not only is offered to
officers who are stationed at an ARC
but is open to any officer, with the
approval of their divisional leader
for officer development, since the
principles learned are transferable to
many appointments.
The eight-month program, offered

lead the Kansas City Northland,
Mo., Corps last year one of the first
things I did was join the Northland
KC Moms Group. I learned that
moms of toddlers were looking for
safe, fun and interactive ways to en-
gage their children. Baby Song, a
Salvation Army children’s program
in the United Kingdom and the
Canada/Bermuda territories, came to

mind as an achievable way
to engage families and meet
their needs.
While similar to a

Mommy and Me group,
Baby Song is more inclusive,
inviting participation not
only by moms but also by
dads, grandparents and care-
takers who want to provide

a time of so-
cialization
for the little
ones in their
lives.
In Septem-

ber 2021,
the Northland Corps
held its first Baby
Song class. We were
shocked to see the
flood of registrations.
Wow, this really was
a need we could
meet!
Led by soldier Es-

ther Van Becelaere,
Wednesday night

Baby Song is consistently our
biggest children’s group at the
corps. Regularly, six to 12 toddlers
attend with their mom, dad, nana
or babysitter. Each week they are
excited to dance, play toddler-sized
musical instruments and play with
a toddler-sized parachute. More
than half of the children are new to
the corps; their older siblings now
are coming along to character-build-
ing programs.

by Lt. Sarah Micula

Y
ou can learn a lot about a
community from a local
moms’ Facebook group.
Moms are resourceful, in-

tentional and always looking for
ways to nurture, educate and social-
ize their little ones.
So, when we were appointed to

Continued on page 9
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Kansas City Northland, Mo., Corps

Moline Heritage, Ill., Corps

Chris Szoke, Rockford ARC assistant resident manager

Counselor Heather Kick chats with Amy Newhouse
and Brittany Deerman at the Southeast Michigan ARC.
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opportunity He has planned, listen
to His Voice and allow Him to em-
bolden you to embrace His purpose
and invitation to be more like Him
and to invite others to be more like
Jesus. Strive to experience life with
Jesus with eyes wide open and
allow your heart to go deep into the
blessings of God that surround you.
Determine with Christ to win the
battles you will face and live on the
edge in anticipation of the moving
of the Holy Spirit, inspired to live a
courageous discipleship and uncon-
ditional dedication to the Lordship
of Jesus in a John 15 inspired way:

If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be given to you.
This is to my Father’s glory that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples…I have told you
this so that my joy may be in you
and that your joy may be complete.
John 15: 7-8,11(NIV)
Full-time dedication and service

to Jesus is ultimately a willingness
to bet your very life on the prom-
ises and character of God. It isn’t an
irrelevant and dry theological con-
cept bound up in stuffy Churchian-
ity. It is a risky, adrenaline-
pumping adventure.
This life-giving, redeeming, rec-

onciling and transforming adven-
ture begins with listening to His
Voice—The Voice.

W
e’ve all witnessed the
meteoric rise of the TV
show “The Voice,”
which includes a blind

audition in which contestants try out
to join one of the coaches’ teams.
But it has a twist; the judges never
see the contestants. With their chairs
turned away from the stage, they
can only judge the contestants based
on their voice alone.
It’s transformational to be able to

hear the Voice of Jesus as He desires
to shape us into being more like
Him, no matter the circumstances.
Admittedly, at times discerning the

Voice of Jesus may be difficult, and
yet His Voice is a clear manifestation
that He sees us, He loves us, and He
knows who we are and that despite
all we’ve been through He purposes
to unleash in us the essence of who
He’s created us to be.
By discerning His Voice, we can

receive encouragement, holy bold-
ness and the motivation to move
with the loving nudge of the Holy
Spirit, a nudge that may even
prompt us to consider the Lord’s in-
vitation to engage in full-time serv-
ice in this God-inspired,
God-directed and God-energized
Army. Now, that’s awesome!

Our relationship with Christ, our
service in and through The Salvation
Army, and our approach to the re-
sponsibilities and opportunities we
have been given in His grace don’t
take place by chance. Instead, they
combine where we come from,
where we’ve been, those who have
influenced us along the way and
many other factors and realities that
make up our personal journey.
My journey to Christ and eventu-

ally full-time service as a Salvation
Army officer was shaped and influ-
enced by my officer missionary par-
ents, who served the Lord faithfully
in extremely humble circumstances
for more than 80 combined years in
the Central Territory and beyond.
As I continued to be exposed to

the Word of God, to the consistent
enabling of the Holy Spirit, the
counsel of mature spiritual leaders
and hands-on participation in the
mission, I began to see the world not
only for what I could get out of it
but for what I could put into it. All
of these opportunities and more
began to change my Spirit-squelch-
ing mentality into a posture of listen-
ing and obeying the Voice of Jesus.
I began to realize that God is

after hearts that love Him so

by Commissioner Brad Bailey
Territorial Commander
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An exciting summer awaits these young adults as they partner
with others to share the gospel and serve people in Christ’s name.

Argentina Team
Elizabeth McCormick Mason City, Iowa, Corps
(leader) Western Division

Senaa Debela Decatur, Ill., Corps
North & Central Illinois Division

Levi Mowers Royal Oak, Mich., Corps
Great Lakes Division

Social Justice / City Mission
Berit Lolo (apprentice) Kenya EastTerritory

CAST (Creative Arts ServiceTeam)

Keziah Selma (leader) PhilippinesTerritory

Brianne Simmons South Bend, Ind., Ray and Joan Kroc
Corps Community Center
Indiana Division

F
or many years The Sal-
vation Army Year Book
has referred to these com-
mands as “small territo-

ries.” General Brian Peddle, with
the help of The General’s Council,
has agreed to make that recognition
formal and discontinue the use of
the term “command.” The Salvation
Army now will simply refer to “terri-
tory” when describing a geographic
area of its work.
Reflecting on this change, the

General said, “This is a significant
moment in Army history as it recog-
nizes the commitment to God’s mis-
sion by Salvationists in places that

may not be as large numerically.
International Headquarters re-
mains committed to supporting
our work across 133 countries and
now 58 territories. We seek to bet-
ter understand each geographical
area and then act in the best inter-
ests to advance the mission.”
Those areas currently referred to

as “regions” will continue to be re-
ferred this way.
The following commands be-

came territories on March 1, 2023:
Angola
Bangladesh
Hong Kong and Macau
Italy and Greece
Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea
Russia
Rwanda and Burundi
Spain and Portugal
As the change was made, the

General commented, “This is a
good day for our international
Army family.”

From a report by IHQ Communica-
tions

The General’s Council has
renamed a number of
commands as territories.

completely that they are willing,
in FAITH, to lose themselves in
Him, give themselves entirely over
to Him, and yes, rest and take refuge
in Him.
As His Voice became clearer, He

provided the courage and strength to
live with eyes wide open and allow
my heart to go deep into the things
of God and become more aware of
the blessings that surrounded me. A
life that would eliminate most of the
“what if” types of questions. What if
I had done that? What if I had
moved on this? What if I had
reached out rather than reached in?
What if I had said “yes” to God? You
get the idea.
Many people enter middle age and

wonder what happened. Where did
it all go? Where did we make a
wrong turn? Did we fail to lean into
God’s goodness in a crucial moment
and decide to follow Him? Were we
perhaps too frightened to take the
risk? The question “Is that all there
is?” can haunt us.
With a desire to live in a way that

is pleasing to God and that squeezes
out every adventure, experience and



New leader appointments announced
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Territorial Commander Commissioner Brad Bailey has announced the following appointments of leaders in the territory
that will take place on June 28, 2023. Please pray for these officers as they take up their new responsibilities.

Lt. Colonel Patty
Richardson

Territorial Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion Secretary

Territorial Headquarters

Lt. Colonel Lonneal
Richardson

Assistant Chief Secretary

AA: Associate Territorial Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion Secretary

Major Gregory
Thompson

ARC Commander

Adult Rehabilitation Centers (ARC) Command

Major Lee Ann
Thompson

Command Leader for
Officer Development

Major Steve Merritt

Divisional Commander
(with the rank of Lt. Colonel)

Great Lakes Division

Major Christine Merritt

Divisional Leader for
Officer Development

AA: Camp Administrator
Echo Grove Camp
(with the rank of Lt. Colonel)

Major Robert Mueller

Divisional Commander

Midland Division

Major Lisa Mueller

Divisional Leader for
Officer Development

AA: Camp Administrator
Camp Mihaska

Lt. Colonel Jonathan Rich

Divisional Commander

North & Central Illinois Division

Lt. Colonel Barbara Rich

Divisional Leader for
Officer Development

AA: Camp Administrator
Wonderland Camp
& Conference Center

MajorTrevor McClintock

Divisional Commander

Wisconsin and Upper Michigan Division

Major Rochelle McClintock

Divisional Leader for
Officer Development

AA: Camp Administrator
Army Lake Camp

AA = Additional Appointment

Major E. Randall Polsley

Divisional Commander
(with the rank of Lt. Colonel)

Northern Division

Major Charlene Polsley

Divisional Leader for
Officer Development

AA: Camp Administrator
Northwoods Camp
(with the rank of Lt. Colonel)

Major Scott Shelbourn

Divisional Commander

Western Division

Major Jolinda Shelbourn

Divisional Leader for
Officer Development

Lt. Colonel BobWebster

Territorial Secretary for
Program

Lt. Colonel ColletteWebster
Assistant Territorial
Secretary for Program

Lt. Colonel Dan Jennings

Territorial Secretary for
Personnel
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Art appreciation

Claimingmen for Christ

ARC staff had seen
some of Tim’s draw-
ings, and they were im-
pressed with his talent.
Tim was hired to create
some paintings and mu-
rals and to work in the
maintenance depart-
ment.
“It was a blessing that

just fell into my lap.
[Envoys] Bob and
Jacqulynn wanted to
liven the place up and
get imagery here that
represents faith and
hope,” Tim recalled.
“And I wanted to stay at
the center and help
people around here
with anything I could.”
Tim’s art now graces

numerous walls with murals like the
one spelling out “Hope” and featur-
ing the images of Salvation Army
founders William and Catherine
Booth. Other murals feature a large
cross with wings and the image of
Jesus wearing a crown of thorns (“A
sight to behold,” Envoy Jacqulynn
said), just outside of the chapel.
“The ‘Hope’ mural I really like,”

Tim said. “It reminds us to be still
and let God work. There is light out
of the darkness. Be patient and good
things will happen.”
Residents have told Tim how much

they appreciate seeing the murals.

“They come up to me and say, ‘I
walk out of my room and see that
on the wall, and it makes me feel
good,’” Tim said.
“I think our building is beautiful.

But it can feel very institutional,”
Envoy Jacqulynn said. “These mu-
rals have added color and life and
personality. This is what our (ARC)
program is about—finding your
way. Restoration. Our life goes from
drab to vibrant and colorful.”
It is not just staff and beneficiar-

ies at the ARC who have noticed
Tim’s talent. Major Randall Hell-
strom of the Flint Citadel, Mich.,

Corps—where Tim attends worship
services—hopes to have Tim paint
at the citadel in the future.
“Tim is an amazing person. He

wants to use his gift for good. That
is indicative of the change in his
life,” Major Randall said.
Tim knows that God had His

hand in all of the positive changes.
“I am grateful to be sober and

happy. This is the happiest I have
been in my life,” Tim said. “The fact
that God has blessed me to do any-
thing like this has been miraculous.
He led me to this place.”

S
ome people get scolded for
drawing on the walls. But
Southeast, Mich., Adult Re-
habilitation Center graduate

Tim Hacker’s artwork is being cele-
brated at the center.
“It is amazing how Tim’s art is

transforming both him and us. It is
great to see how Jesus uses people
and their talents,” said Envoy
Jacqulynn Idzior, who along with
her husband, Envoy Bob Idzior,
leads the Southeast Michigan ARC.
The center houses both men and
women, on separate floors.
Tim arrived at the ARC in March

2022, facing drug problems and de-
pression. He had lost his tattoo
business. His brother had died.
Though Tim had no previous con-
nection with The Salvation Army,
he heard of its successful rehabilita-
tion program and found his way
there.
“When Tim came to us, I would

describe him as a lost soul,” said
Envoy Jacqulynn. “It has been phe-
nomenal to watch his growth. One
day, it was almost like a light
switch—he started really searching
for a personal relationship with
Jesus.”
As Tim approached graduation

from the center’s six-month pro-
gram, he wondered what his future
held. He knew that returning to
the tattoo industry was not right
for him.

Tim with Envoys Jacqulynn and Bob Idzior, who lead at the Southeast Michigan Adult Rehabilitation Center.

I
t’s the best kept secret in The
Salvation Army,” said Major Nor-
man Grainger of the fulfilment
and joy of serving in adult reha-

bilitation centers (ARC). “We wish
we’d known about it sooner.”
Major Norman and his wife, Major

Claire, served nearly 30 years in
corps and divisional appointments
before accepting an assignment in the
ARC Command. Despite knowing lit-
tle about the ministry they were en-
tering, they went boldly, believing as
they have with every appointment
that God was guiding their path.
In 2019, the Graingers arrived at

the St. Louis, Mo., ARC, where they
began learning the ins and outs of
the program. Immediately the min-
istry resonated with them and they
embraced it wholeheartedly. By the
time the COVID-19 pandemic began
a few short months later, they were

They have gifts to share,” said Major
Claire.
Ministering to and serving the ben-

eficiaries at the ARC has become the
rhythm and heartbeat of the

Graingers’ life. Though the
ministry is a series of unex-
pected highs and lows, si-
multaneously celebrating
victories and mourning
losses, the majors believe in
the work of the ARC, citing
its deep connection to the
Army’s history of bringing in
men off the street, feeding
them, cleaning them up, and
restoring their dignity, all in
the name of Christ.
“It’s a heartbreaking yet

joyous ministry,” concluded
Major Claire. “It’s what The
Salvation Army is supposed
to do. We seek to heal or

help in the healing process of the
physical, emotional and spiritual
man, to help them understand that
God loves them and give them the
confidence to step back out into the
community. We are still claiming
men for Christ.”

prepared to live in an apartment
onsite in order to keep the center
going.
“It really became a 24/7 min-

istry,” said Major Norman. “We’d
go down for breakfast, work in
the office during the day, and in
the evening spend time in devo-
tions and classes or in the can-
teen area, fellowshipping with
the men.”
Despite the long hours, the ma-

jors took great joy in the extra
time spent with the men in activi-
ties ranging from playing games
and working puzzles to watching
movies and doing crafts or just
sharing in conversation.
“In spending time with them, you

discover something about somebody.
The idea people have about people
coming to ARC isn’t always true.

Majors Norman and Claire Grainger
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Musical tradition continues inWichita
loaned by the
Kansas and
Western Mis-
souri divisional
music and
gospel arts de-
partment. Sev-
eral students are
on their way to
becoming a ro-
tation of pi-
anists to play
preliminary
music, offertory,

special selections and to ac-
company congregational
songs during Sunday morn-
ing worship.
The corps’ brass band,

currently in transition as
Bandmaster Chuck Caddy
recently retired, also supports Sun-
day morning worship services and
other events and activities. Though

smaller than in pre-COVID years,
the band continues to perform at
events such as the yearly motorcy-

cle toy run. Individual
members volunteer to
play at kettles during the
Christmas campaign and
assist with weekly youth
classes including singing
and praise dance.
“I think for the kids the

value is in giving them
opportunities that they’re
not getting anywhere else,
including at school,” the
lieutenant said. “The fact
that music can still be of-
fered to them through the
Army is a big deal.”

by Jon Heaver

T
he Wichita
Citadel, Kan.,
Corps, led by
Lts. Scott and

Makayla Parnell, has a
strong and lengthy his-
tory of music ministry
and music education.
The corps has been
home to brass bands,
songster brigades,
youth bands, timbrels,
singing companies and
praise bands throughout its storied
history. While specific music groups
have varied over the years, the
corps’ music ministry is alive and
adds a blessing to each Sunday
morning worship.
The praise band, led by Alexia

Luce, has been especially strong
over the past few years. The band
not only has provided worship at the

corps but at regional and divisional
events. Members of the praise band
have been part of the Territorial
Worship Collective, traveling across
the territory to rehearse and lead
worship for events like commission-
ing. Some members also have partic-
ipated in the Territorial Youth Band
and Territorial Youth Chorus.
Lt. Scott said, “Leading the praise

team is a way Alexia can cultivate
and grow them. Being in
this position is helping
her push her boundaries
further—where she can
take her natural abilities
and develop them along
the way.”
A music education

major at Butler Commu-
nity College, Alexia has
been putting her training
into action by teaching a
weekly group piano class
at the corps with the sup-
port of learner keyboardsAlexia Luce teaches a group piano class.

Some of the Wichita Corps’ youngest members enjoy
praise dance.

Lt. Scott Parnell and Alexia Luce lead Sunday morning worship.
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The newworld of thrifting

A vintage school bus was transformed into the Thrift Express, a mobile thrift store.

are put up for auction online. Each
item is available for a seven-day pe-
riod, at which time the auction
closes and the winning bidder noti-
fied. Once payment is received, the
item is shipped.
“The benefit to the customer is

that we are now accessible nation-
wide,” said Alberto Rapley, director
of business development and tech-
nology. “The benefit to the ARC is
we’re generating income that often
far exceeds what we would be able
to sell the items for in store.”
By using eBay for Charity, the

ecommerce merchandise is made
available to a wider audience, en-
abling a more competitive market
and ensuring the highest revenue
possible per item. Since the launch
of the ecommerce platform some
items have sold for thousands of dol-
lars, including a Gibson guitar, Moy-
nat handbag and gold jewelry.
Despite some initial concern that

an online presence might decrease
foot traffic in stores and impact in-
person sales, the new endeavor has

increased gross revenue overall. The
income generated supports the con-
tinuation of the ARC’s vital services
to individuals and communities,
with revenue generated from each
item being sent to the ARC which
provided it.

Visit shopsastores.org to start your on-
line thrifting experience.

Thrift Express
A mobile thrift store began as a

dream of Majors Randall and Char-
lene Polsley, leaders of the ARC
Command. In 2022 that dream be-
came a reality when the Thrift Ex-
press project was completed.
According to the Polsleys, the con-

cept came from the idea of ‘pop-up’
stores to reach communities that
normally wouldn’t have access to a
thrift store. There also have been op-
portunities to partner with corps
such as the Chicago Englewood Red
Shield Center for a back-to-school
giveaway.
Captain Johnny Bartsch, ARC

Command project development offi-
cer, took the lead to bring the Thrift
Express to life. Beneficiaries and vol-
unteers of the Grand Rapids, Mich.,
ARC shared in this amazing experi-
ence alongside the
captain to transform
a vintage school bus.
It was stripped
down and rebuilt in-
side and given a
shiny new exterior
treatment, complete
with an eye-catching
Salvation Army
shield-shaped stop
sign!
“One of the won-

derful aspects of the
project was the op-
portunity for ARC
beneficiaries who
volunteered to be
an integral part of
the transforma-
tion,” said Cap-
tain Johnny. “The
time spent to-
gether at the shop
was a great op-
portunity for
building relation-
ships, sharing the
Word, and just
being real with
one another.”
The impressive

amenities include
space for clothing
racks and a
footwear display,
a jewelry

case/counter, and a small café area
where shoppers can be served an
espresso. Visitors are able to peruse
merchandise in the surprisingly
roomy interior. Often, additional
racks of merchandise are set up
outside the bus to provide an even
fuller shopping experience.
The versatility of the Thrift Ex-

press makes it accessible to many
different Salvation Army ministries
and events. It has been used for
corps events, commissioning, and
most recently at the National Advi-
sory Board meeting in St. Louis,
Mo.
“It’s mobile and accessible, an at-

tention grabber,” said Alberto. “Peo-
ple are drawn to it, giving us the
opportunity to discuss the work of
the ARC as well as bring in revenue
for the local unit providing the mer-
chandise.”
Bring your wallet and visit the

Thrift Express during this year’s
commissioning weekend, June 9-11,
in Milwaukee, Wis.

For more information on how to book
the Thrift Express for your event,
email Ron.McCormick@usc.salvation-
army.org and Charlene.Polsley@
usc.salvationarmy.org

F
or more than 100 years, The
Salvation Army has offered
spiritual, emotional and so-
cial assistance to men and

women through adult rehabilitation
centers (ARC) nationwide, providing
housing, food, counseling and com-
munity to help those struggling with
addiction get back on their feet and
reconnect with their families. The
revenue generated by ARC thrift
stores enables centers to continue
operating the program at no cost to
individuals.
While Salvation Army thrift stores

are a well-known resource for the
penny pinchers and antique seekers
among us, brick and mortar build-
ings are no longer the only way the
Central Territory’s ARCs are selling
merchandise.
Two new initiatives have ex-

panded the reach and visibility of
ARC thrift stores, making them
more accessible and appealing to an
increased number of potential cus-
tomers.

Ecommerce
Piloted in Detroit and the sur-

rounding ARCs in southeast Michi-
gan in 2021, the online thrifting
experience is quickly expanding into
other markets. Appealing to shop-
pers seeking specific labels or an-
tiques, as well as those who prefer
online shopping as opposed to look-
ing through endless racks of mer-
chandise for just the right items, The
Salvation Army’s ecommerce plat-
form has brought classic thrifting
into the increasingly popular digital
realm.
Items to be sold through ecom-

merce are carefully selected by store
managers based on value and earn-
ing potential and often include de-
signer labels, collectables and
antiques. They are then sent to the
ecommerce warehouse where they

Envoy Jacqulynn Idzior is interviewed by the local news station upon
the grand opening of the Detroit, Mich., ecommerce hub.
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An intricate system is used to track and organize merchandise in the Indianapolis, Ind.,
ecommerce warehouse.

Lt. Colonel Darlene Harvey and Major Charlene Polsley
outside the ARC Thrift Express



by CaptainWill Richardson

I
t was gift from my wife upon my
commissioning as an officer from
the College for Officer Training
that led me into an unlikely min-

istry. Who knew you could use an
Xbox for ministry? But that was ex-
actly my desire after receiving it.
“Lord, how can I use even this

down time for you? Since you have
allowed me to have this gift from
Larisha, show me how I can use it
for your glory,” I prayed.
It wasn’t long before a random on-

line pick-up game with other people
across the country led me to a con-
versation about Christ with a gentle-
man who, after a few more games,
shared he was searching for mean-
ing in life.
I started hosting Bible Q&A ses-

sions at the request of some regular
players which eventually led to full
Bible studies. I continued this for a
few years and when Xbox added
clubs I found a like-minded group
where our sole mission was to play
games with people and build rela-
tionships in the hope of having con-
versations about Christ and
salvation.
In time this ministry at home

spilled over into my corps appoint-
ments in Iowa City, Iowa, and East
St. Louis, Ill. (now St. Clair County,
Ill.). We used video games to build
relationships to have Christ-centered
conversations. I’ve now been having
online Bible studies on Xbox and
talking with people about Christ for
eight years. It’s not all just digital
video games either; we started a

Christian “Dungeons and Dragons”-
type game called “Holy Lands” that
helps youth see the importance of
making good choices and is an out-
reach for evangelism.
I love that The Salvation Army

gives us freedom to be flexible in
our ministry and outreach opportu-
nities. That freedom is allowing us
to build a game room at the Pontiac,
Mich., Corps for a video game min-
istry, continuing something I sub-
mitted to God my first year of
officership.
Gaming has only been one of

many unique ministry opportuni-
ties, and they haven’t all been in-
doors. For instance, we participated
in The Salvation Army Outdoors
(TSAO) ministry called “Experienc-
ing God Outdoors” that involves
camping, fishing and wilderness
survival, utilizing the retention
pond behind our house as a place
for youth to fish, to teach them how
to live and take care of the world
God created.
I have enjoyed being an officer

and am thankful God continues to
give me ideas for creative ministry
to lead people to Him.
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Newly
accepted
candidates

Matthew Manley
First-generation Salvationist

Evansville, Ind., Corps � Indiana Division
Majors Jason and Mary Poff, corps officers

Spiritual Gifts
Discernment � Serving � Teaching

Ministry Passion or Experience
Preaching/Teaching � Social Services

Spiritual Mentors
Captains Vinal and Brenna Lee

Matthew McCarter
Multigenerational Salvationist

Lincoln, Neb., Corps � Western Division
Majors Mark and Susan Anderson, corps officers

Spiritual Gifts
Discernment � Mercy � Serving

Ministry Passion or Experience
Social Services � Worship

Spiritual Mentor
David Tooley

Charles Cloak
First-generation Salvationist

NobleWorship Center (Corps), Brooklyn Park, Minn.
Northern Division

A/Captains Josh and Jennifer Polanco, corps officers

Spiritual Gifts
Administration � Leadership � Serving

Ministry Passion or Experience
Preaching/Teaching � Worship

Spiritual Mentors
A/Captain Josh Polanco, John Foster

3,975 days and counting
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We are not
the only
corps in the
Central Terri-
tory offering
Baby Song
and finding
success. Two
other loca-
tions which
started Baby
Song in the
last year see-
ing results
are the Mo-
line Heritage
Temple, Ill.,
Corps and
Lafayette,
Ind., Corps.
“Baby Song has allowed us to meet

new families and share Jesus with
the ‘itty bitties’ and their caregivers
through the gifts of music and
dance,” said Lt. Kristi Dalberg, Mo-
line Heritage Temple corps officer.
The Temple Corps’ Baby Song pro-

gram averages 25 to 30 children
each week. While the corps has
shared information about Baby Song
with social service clients and adver-
tised it on social media, the lieu-
tenant indicated growth has come
primarily by word of mouth.
“The amazing thing about our

Baby Song class is that it is truly a
mix of different social classes all
coming together in one room for
class. Some come in through our as-
sistance programs, while others
come in and offer donations and
service. It’s really a great class to be
able to offer everyone,” said Lt.
Kristi, who also noted that a few

participants have bridged to other
corps programs and some have be-
come volunteers.
At the Lafayette Corps, Lt. Rachel

Johnson says the program is led by
Advisory Board member Cheyenne
Wuebker.
“So far Baby Song has been a

great experience, and I am so thank-
ful to be part of it!” said Cheyenne.
“As a mom to a child under two
years old, it is difficult to find activ-
ities my daughter can participate in.
Baby Song is a great way for
younger children to explore their in-
terests, make friends, and to give
them something to look forward to.
It is fun for the parents to watch the
kids play together, but it is also
great to get support and build
friendships with other parents.”

For more about Baby Song, visit
salarmycentral.org and click on
Resources in menu bar.

byMajor NancyMead

D
elegates from the Central
Territory attended the sixty-
seventh session of the Com-
mission on the Status of

Women (CSW) this spring at the
United Nations in New York City.
The second largest event annually on
the U.N.’s calendar, CSW was at-
tended by people from around the
world, including gender experts and
government officials. It addressed
subjects that are important to women
and included testimonies of chal-
lenge, celebration and change.
This year’s theme was innovation,

technological change and education
in the digital age for achieving gender
equality and empowerment of
women and girls. It especially looked
at challenges and opportunities for
women and girls in rural areas.
We observed U.N. plenary meet-

ings, as well participated in official
U.N. side events and parallel events
hosted by non-governmental organi-
zations. The International Social Jus-
tice Commission (ISJC), the Salvation
Army’s voice to advocate for human

dignity and social justice for the
world’s poor and oppressed, hosted
many workshops since their building
is within walking distance of the
U.N. It also led a morning united
church session in which Centralites
Princess Pyle led praise and Major
Paula Pyle shared a dance number to
“Goodness of God.” It was one of
many special moments. There is no
better way to start a day talking
about gender equality than to begin
with God at the center.
The Salvation Army had intergen-

erational participants in presenta-
tions. It was exciting to see youth
seeking social justice and being part
of change. Two young Salvationists
from Kenya and Ecuador were on
panels during the presentation “Girls
on Fire,” an Ecumenical Women of
the U.N. parallel event. They shone
as examples of strength, courage and
insight to break down barriers.
“It was a very eye-opening to hear

about the experiences of women
around the world, especially in rural
areas,” said Princess. “It really
broadened my knowledge.”

Trade Central
Take advantage of exclusive commissioning

weekend deals and save big on all your favorite
Salvation Army merchandise! From uniforms to
music, Bibles and branded apparel, you name it,
we’ve got it! Make sure to check out Others: Trade
for Hope items and visit approved vendors to save
time and money.
Look for a $5 off $25 wooden nickel in your reg-

istration packet to save on any purchase of $25 or
more. Plus, if you spend $50 or more, Trade will
throw in a stylish lunch cooler for only $5.

Central Territory Museum
A new traveling exhibit from your friends at the

Central Territory Museum debuts this weekend.
Featuring the rich history of music and creative
arts ministries in the Central Territory, the exhibit
showcases the last five
years and recent itera-
tions like the Jesus The-
ater, Territorial Worship
Collective and the Cen-
tral Territorial Staff
Songsters while tipping
its hat to mainstays like
the Chicago Staff Band.
If you’re part of these
groups, come see if
you’re pictured or if
there’s somebody you
know. The engaging ex-
hibit is comprised of a
six-panel display and
interactive components.

Thrift Express
Be on the lookout for the Thrift Express bus

courtesy of the Adult Rehabilitation Centers Com-
mand! Delivering high-end resale items at great
prices, the Thrift Express will be open for business
outside the Hyatt. Looking for a purse, watch or
even sandals for the summer? You’ll probably find
it here. Don’t forget to bring your wallet! (To read
about the new Thrift Express, see page 7.)

Take in all commissioning has to offer, including these opportunities in your downtime.

Visit the Museum Exhibit andTrade Central at theWisconsin Center, Ballrooms A & B
Friday, June 9, 1:00-6:30 p.m. and Saturday, June 10, 12:30-5:30 p.m.

The Salvationist delegation to the 67th U.N. Commission on the Status of Women

Continued from page 1

Moline Heritage, Ill., Corps
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In 2016, Charles walked away
from The Salvation Army—and God.
“I got in a bad relationship and got

back involved with drugs. I made
some poor decisions,” Charles re-
called.
He returned to the Army in 2019.
“I got tired of being tired. Tired of

starting over,” Charles said.
He entered the Adult Rehabilita-

tion Center (ARC). It was his third
time in the program, but this time it
stuck. He committed his life to
Christ. He now knows that keeping
his relationship with God strong is
the key to keeping his life on track.
“As long as I continue to keep my

focus on God and His will in my
life, I can make it through,” he
said.
Fellow forum representative

John Foster has been a helpful
colleague.
“John is a big inspiration in

my life,” Charles said. “He
stayed on the path God had for
him. To see what John has
gone through, and to see he has
made it through. I know God
will do the same for me.”
Charles is now a soldier and

a Ministry Discovery intern at
the busy Noble Worship Center
(Corps) in Brooklyn Park,
Minn.
“I supervise volunteers. I su-

pervise shoppers at the food
pantry. I help with property
management and youth pro-
grams,” Charles said. “I enjoy
supplying a need for someone with
rent or a gasoline card or giving
someone shoes for their kids.”
In addition to ministry at the

corps, Charles is honored to serve on
the Territorial Soldiers’ Forum. He is
glad soldiers’ voices are being ampli-
fied. “They are the ones who help in
every area,” he concluded. “They are
the ‘spark plugs’ to the church.”
Today, he is full of optimism and

is headed to training in the fall to be-
come a Salvation Army officer.
“I feel like it is my calling,”

Charles said.

Doug Leslie

D
oug Leslie is a third-gener-
ation Salvationist. And
sometimes, he is a super-
hero.

With his Special Events with Bat-
man side-business, he dons the
caped-crusader’s black suit for char-
ity events and at Christmas rings
bells at kettles, joined by his wife,
Diana, in her Wonder Woman cos-
tume and 18-year-old daughter,
Grace, as Batgirl.
“It’s fun, and the community

loves it. It brings a lot of people and
a lot of attention,” Doug said.

Throughout the year his main
business is subcontracted by the
Noble Worship Center (Corps),
where he attends, to take care of its
yard work and snow removal.
He volunteers his handyman

skills as property sergeant to make
sure the corps and officers’ quarters
are in good shape. He also is a
member of the corps council and
pastoral care council.

As the division’s alternate repre-
sentative on the Territorial Soldiers’
Forum, Doug serves as a sounding
board for soldiers and passes their
ideas and concerns on to John and
Charles.
“The Salvation Army is a joy of

mine. If I see a need, I want to
help,” he said. “It’s not that I want
recognition. I am here to serve God.
That brings me joy.”
Growing up in Duluth, Minn.,

Doug’s family was active in the
corps. He was one of the first chil-
dren to take part in the corps’

John Foster

F
or most of his life, John Fos-
ter had been angry at the
world. Incredibly, the mo-
ment that changed he was

alone in a prison cell. He wasn’t a
believer, yet felt God standing right
beside him.

“I said, ‘God, if you are who they
say you are, and if you can do what
they say you can do, can you take
away the shame, the guilt, the rage,
the resentment? If you can, I will
know you are real, and I will serve
you from this day forward.’”
And something happened.
“A peace came over me,” John re-

called. “This peace was the type of
peace I had been searching for my
whole life, but I didn’t know how to
get there.”
Life now is dramatically different

for the 61-year-old, who spent 24
years in juvenile institutions and pris-
ons. John now uses his life experi-
ence and faith as part of the Northern
Division’s correctional services team;
he is a chaplain and a reentry coordi-
nator for inmates who are paroled in
the Twin Cities area, greater Min-
nesota and North Dakota.
Enrolled as a soldier in 2019 at the

Minneapolis, Minn., Harbor Light
Corps, he is currently its corps ser-
geant-major and Northern divisional
sergeant-major.
“Life is absolutely wonderful. I am

a God-fearing man who loves the
Lord. I am compassionate. I have a
lovely, beautiful wife [Janet]. I am a
homeowner,” John said. “God has
blessed me.”
In 2011, John started working at

the Harbor Light as a security offi-
cer, then as volunteer coordinator. In
May 2019, he began working with

correctional services.
“I work directly with

these individuals to help
their transition. It’s a
critical timeframe from
when you are released. If
you don’t have certain
resources available to
you, statistics say there is
a good chance you might
revert back to your old
ways,” John explained.
John likes to share his

faith and connection
with The Salvation Army
every time he leaves his
home.
“I realize I represent

Jesus everywhere I go,”
John said. “I am an am-
bassador for Christ. I
have a coat and some
jackets with The Salva-
tion Army shield on
them. I purposely wear
them when I go out. It is
like a magnet in a sense.
It never fails that some-
one approaches me and
asks me about The Salvation Army.”
When he is not working or volun-

teering, John loves to fish—in Min-
nesota’s warmer months. He
sometimes takes along men from the
Harbor Light.

John is grateful for his trans-
formed life. “You never know what
door God will direct you to go
through and what is on the other
side of that door,” he said. “But there
is always a blessing.”

Charles Cloak

T
here have been detours
along the way, but Charles
Cloak is now on a good and
godly path.

His life is centered on loving God,
serving others and sharing the Light

which brought him out of
darkness and despair.
In 2014, he entered the

Minneapolis, Minn., Harbor
Light after being released
from jail. The Harbor Light
gave him a room and some
hope. He participated in the
center’s holistic BOLT (Basics
of Life Training) program and
got connected to the corps. At
Christmastime, he rang bells
at kettles. Then in 2015 he
was enrolled as a soldier even
though he had not yet given
his life to Christ.
“I was becoming a soldier

for all the wrong reasons,” he
said.

If you’re a soldier in the Northern Division, you’re incredibly blessed to have
three godly men representing your ideas, suggestions and concerns to the
Territorial Soldiers’ Forum. Let us introduce you.

John Foster

John and his wife Janet

Doug as Batman with his wife Diana as Wonder
Woman and daughter Grace as Batgirl

Charles Cloak (center) with his corps officers
A/Captains Josh and Jennifer Polanco

Charles with his 7-year-old daughter Natissja, a junior
soldier. Older daughter Belinda, 15, is a corps cadet.

Doug Leslie



Threemen

Hope is on theway

Go to www.salarmycentral.org
If you follow the prayer calendar during the year,
you will have read through the Bible!

Day

1 Thursday

2 Friday

3 Saturday

4 Sunday

5Monday

6 Tuesday

7Wednesday

8 Thursday

9 Friday

10 Saturday

11 Sunday

12Monday

13 Tuesday

14Wednesday

15 Thursday

16 Friday

17 Saturday

18 Sunday

19Monday

20 Tuesday

21Wednesday

22 Thursday

23 Friday

24 Saturday

25 Sunday

26Monday

27 Tuesday

28Wednesday

29 Thursday

30 Friday

Bible Reading

Jeremiah 47-52

Luke 7-8

Galatians 1-3

Exodus 37-40

1 Kings 5-9

Psalms 66-68

Proverbs 2-3

Lamentations

Luke 9-10

Galatians 4-6

Leviticus 1-3

1 Kings 10-13

Psalms 69-71

Proverbs 4

Ezekiel 1-6

Luke 11-12

Ephesians 1-3

Leviticus 4-6

1 Kings 14-18

Psalms 72-74

Proverbs 5-6

Ezekiel 7-12

Luke 13-14

Ephesians 4-6

Leviticus 7-9

1 Kings 19-20

Psalms 75-77

Proverbs 7

Ezekiel 13-18

Luke 15-16

Pray for The Salvation Army

Duluth, Minn., Corps

Congo (Brazzaville) Territory

Columbia, Mo., Corps

Waukesha, Wis., Corps

Norfolk, Neb., Corps

Minneapolis Central, Minn., Corps

Royal Oak, Mich., Corps

Chicago Temple, Ill., Corps

Caribbean Territory

Northwest Indiana Area Command

Pittsburg, Kan., Corps

LaPorte, Ind., Corps

Fort Wayne, Ind., ARC

Hillsdale, Mich., 360 Life Center

East Chicago, Ind., Corps

Finland and Estonia Territory

DeKalb, Ill., Corps

Ottawa, Ill., Corps

Jamestown, N.D., Corps

Marquette County, Mich., Corps

Rock County, Wis., Corps

India Eastern Territory

Omaha Area Command

Waterloo-Cedar Falls, Iowa, Corps

Holland, Mich., Corps

St. Louis Euclid, Mo., Corps

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., Corps

Garden City, Kan., Corps

Hammond-Munster, Ind., Corps

Indonesia Territory

My Prayer List
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June Prayer Calendar

that day something led me there.”
Doug helped get the woman’s car

back on the road. In turn, she do-
nated money to The Salvation Army
and eventually began to worship at
the Noble Corps.
Doug concluded, “God does place

us in the right place at the right
time.”

To learn more about the Territorial
Soldiers’ Forum or find your represen-
tative, visit salarmycentral.org.

award-winning Rookie Basketball.
As a teenager, he worked during
summers at the division’s Silver
Lake Camp and was the camp’s
caretaker for a time as an adult.
His parents still attend the Duluth

Corps and his mother, Nancy, has
worked for it since 1987, serving
with social services and now emer-
gency disaster services.
“She won’t retire. They wouldn’t

know what to do without her,”
Doug chuckled.
God has guided him through

life, including many years being a
single parent after divorce.
“I held on to my faith. Through

all of the trials I went through,
God always reassured me to keep
pushing ahead,” Doug said, citing
how faith still carries him
through each day. He knows God
is always present as shown by a
story he shared.
Doug was driving one winter

day, when he saw an older
woman whose car had skidded
into a ditch.
“Normally I did not travel

down that road,” he said, “but on

Continued

by Doug Donahoo

T
he lights pop on to reveal a
brand-new kitchen. A four-
burner gas stove. A flat-top
griddle still cool to the touch.

A refrigerator hums quietly in the
corner. Cupboard doors cover every
available inch of wall space. It could
be a classic diner kitchen set-up, if
your classic diner included a 7.3 liter,
V8 engine making 325 horsepower.
FedEx made one of its most impor-

tant deliveries to date, dropping off
the keys to the newest addition to the
Kansas and Western Missouri Divi-
sion (KWM) emergency disaster serv-
ices (EDS) fleet earlier this year. A
full, mobile kitchen unit as part of the
FedEx Delivering for Good program.
The new canteen is the 22nd vehicle

FedEx has donated to Salvation Army
locations around the globe including
Chicago, Winnipeg and Mumbai.
“The donation of this canteen truck

is part of the FedEx Delivering for
Good program. In 2019, FedEx an-
nounced our FedEx Cares goal: to
positively impact 50 million lives by
our 50th birthday on April 17 of this
year,” said Melissa Clark, FedEx’s
representative at the ribbon cutting.

“It’s only by teaming up with great
organizations like The Salvation
Army that we will meet that goal.”
The fully-loaded kitchen will give

the EDS team and volunteers new
options when providing services
after a disaster strikes in the region.
Crews can drive the unit directly to
affected neighborhoods and provide
freshly cooked, hot meals to families
whether at the scene of clean-up or a
temporary shelter.
The kitchen can churn out 1,500

meals daily, providing breakfast,
lunch and dinner with restocking
throughout out the day, while vol-
unteers can hand out cold drinks
from the refrigerator unit.
Just like FedEx can deliver hun-

dreds of thousands of packages
around the globe every single day,
this new unit will help The Salva-
tion Army in Kansas and Western
Missouri deliver hope to residents
when a disaster strikes.
“We’re so grateful to the work

FedEx does to help us serve the
needs of those in disasters,” said
Major Jesse Collins, KWM divisional
leader for officer development.
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Promoted toGlory
Lt. Colonel Clarence Harvey

Lt. Colonel
Clarence Har-
vey was pro-
moted to Glory
on February 27,
2023. He was an
exemplary and
visionary leader,
finding new ap-
proaches to
evangelism and
ministry and advancing diversity in
programs and leadership.
Born on June 5, 1936, to William

and Catherine Harvey, Clarence
grew up in Detroit. After graduating
from high school, he served in the
Army Reserves Infantry from 1955-
57. Returning home, he committed
his life to Christ and became a sol-
dier of the Detroit Brightmoor
Corps where he met Lois Kumpula.
They married in 1959, entered the
School for Officers’ Training that
fall and were commissioned in
1960.
The Harveys served in corps, divi-

sional, territorial and national ap-
pointments. Clarence was ahead of
his time as evidenced in his first ap-
pointment by inviting a Black rev-
erend to join the corps’ advisory
board. He led The Salvation Army’s
responses during the Detroit riots in
1967 and the Rapid City, S.D., flood
in 1972. He transitioned the Chicago
Harbor Light street mission into an
award-recognized drug and alcohol
residential treatment center and
prison pre-release program.
The Harveys led the Kansas/West-

ern Missouri Division and the East-
ern Michigan Division, where
Clarence was instrumental in the de-
velopment of the Michigan Emer-
gency Shelter program which
became a national model for the pri-
vate and public sectors working to-
gether.
He became the community rela-

tions and development secretary in
both the Central Territory and Na-
tional Headquarters. During this ap-

pointment Clarence coordinated in-
ternational conferences and major
events, including The Salvation
Army’s hospitality services to over
36,000 veterans who came to Nor-
mandy, France, to commemorate the
50th Anniversary of D-Day.
The Harveys retired in 1996. In re-

tirement, Clarence was a consultant
for nonprofits and sat on 27 boards.
He received 35 humanitarian awards
in his lifetime.
Clarence is survived by his wife,

Lois; children Rae Lynn, Lt. Colonel
David (Lt. Colonel Darlene) and
Scott (Denise); six grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.

Major Lloyd Hanton

Major Lloyd
Hanton was pro-
moted to Glory
on February 18,
2023. He loved
people and
studying and
teaching God’s
Word. A lifelong
learner, he fre-
quently took
courses to en-
rich his knowledge.
Lloyd was born on February 17,

1940, to Lloyd E. and Dorothy Han-
ton. Throughout his youth he was
involved in the Detroit Citadel,
Mich., Corps, and as an adult taught
corps cadets and was in the band
and songsters. After graduating from
high school, he worked for more
than a year before pursuing a Bache-
lor of Christian Education from the
Chicago Evangelistic Institute.
On June 22, 1963, Lloyd married

Dorothea (Dottie) Saint. They started
a family while Lloyd worked and
earned his teaching certificate and
master’s degree at Eastern Michigan
University.
The Hantons entered the School for

Officers’ Training in 1972 and were
commissioned in 1974. They served
in corps, at the training college and in
divisional appointments for more

than 30 years before retiring in 2005.
In retirement, Lloyd served as

chaplain at the Romulus, Mich.,
Adult Rehabilitation Center and
later as Chief Fire Chaplain in De-
troit. He also enjoyed traveling.
Lloyd is survived by his wife;

children, Jeffrey (Christiana), Allen,
Dawn (David) Tooley, and Todd
(Erica); seven grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.

Major MarkWelsh

Major Mark
Welsh was pro-
moted to Glory
on January 16,
2023. Through-
out his life he
was a source of
encouragement,
kindness and
patience for
many people.
He led by example, studying scrip-
ture, speaking God’s Word boldly
and seeking the leading of the Holy
Spirit in his life and ministry.
Mark was born on June 25,

1954, in Danville, Ill. He gradu-
ated from Moline High School in
1973 and worked in his family’s
business until 1979 when he en-
tered training to become an offi-
cer. He was commissioned in 1981
as a member of the “God’s Sol-
diers” session.
For nearly 35 years, he served in

corps appointments as well as city
coordinator in Duluth, Minn., and
county coordinator in Fort Wayne,
Ind. He retired from Northern Di-
visional Headquarters where he
was assistant secretary for busi-
ness.
He was preceded in death by his

father Tom. He is survived by his
wife Sue; children, Robert (Danielle)
Sparkman, Christina (Dan) Holman
and Megan (Cody) Jordahl; nine
grandchildren; three great grand-
children; his mother Nancy; and
brothers Tim (Karen), Keith, Chris
(Christine) and Joe (Angela).

Major Katrina Mathews

Major Katrina
Mathews was
promoted to
Glory on March
17, 2023. Believ-
ing God had
purposed her
life for ministry,
she loved people
passionately and
served them
with joy, compassion and wisdom so
they would come to know Christ.
Born on November 27, 1962, to

Virginia and Lee Andrew Burke,
Katrina was raised primarily by her
grandmother Irene Waller on the
west side of Chicago. She met The
Salvation Army when her grand-
mother sent her to Sunday school at
the Midwest Corps since their
church didn’t have children’s classes.
After high school, Katrina worked

in the banking industry. She met the
love of her life, Kim Kendall (KK)
Mathews, on a blind date in 1986.
Subsequently, he invited her to the
corps where he was working as a so-
cial worker. She felt at home and
embraced the Army’s mission.
Katrina and KK were married in

1988, entered the College for Officer
Training the next year and were
commissioned in 1991. For 32 years
they were partners in ministry and
Katrina used her gifts and led with a
servant’s heart in her appointments
in corps, divisional headquarters, the
Indianapolis, Ind., Harbor Light,
Mid-Missouri area coordination,
adult rehabilitation centers and the
Chicago Ray and Joan Kroc Corps
Community Center. She also had
five children to whom she was com-
pletely dedicated.
Katrina was preceded in death by

her parents, grandmother and uncles
Charles and Milton Waller. She is
survived by her husband; children,
Ronnie (Joanna), Mark, Kim Jr.,
Kashaye and Mikal; one grand-
daughter; sister Alonda (Kevin)
Burke; aunts, nieces and nephews.

“Our shelter often has residents
who are struggling with substance
use disorders, as well as a ministry
with a local inpatient treatment cen-
ter where we pick up any partici-
pants who would like to attend
worship services,” she said.

was designed for the ARC program,
I’m excited about how this can help
me with my current corps appoint-
ment,” said Captain Amy Cedervall,
corps officer in Columbia, Mo., which
has a corps, shelter, two thrift stores
and a large recovery population.

Major Kevin Cedervall, her hus-
band, added, “The course has been
eye-opening. We are receiving infor-
mation that we can use immediately.
It has helped to clear up some mis-
conceptions about addiction and re-
covery for me.”
“It’s enlightening!” echoed Captain

Anthony Nordan, Fergus Falls,
Minn., corps officer, while Major
Catherine Thielke, ARC Command
general secretary, described the cur-
riculum as “challenging and thought-
provoking.”
“The one word I would use to de-

scribe my experience would be con-
firmation. This class has confirmed
many of the thoughts I have had and
patterns I have noticed since work-
ing with those in addiction,” re-
flected Captain Michelle Johnson,
who has been stationed at the Fort
Wayne, Ind., ARC for the past three
years.
“Although I already felt I was

where God wants me, this class has
confirmed for me that I am in the
right appointment and blessed to
work with those who are looking for
a better life for themselves, their

families and the communities in
which they live,” she said. “And
sadly, it has confirmed for me that
we are in a broken world that needs
Jesus now more than ever. I am
very grateful for the opportunity to
serve Him through those who come
to us broken. The ARC ministry is a
beautiful yet heartbreaking min-
istry. It is such a blessing to see
Jesus working and healing lives. Re-
generation is happening at our
ARCs, and it is beautiful to be a
part of it.”Certificate program participant Major Cathy Thielke and instructor Neisha McNeal discuss

the material.

Continued from page 1

Zachary Finifrock, Resident manager at the
Rockford ARC


