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“We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious future.” Eph. 4:3,4 (NLT)

support, while the program and
service ideas serve as starting points
to engage and challenge men to give
of their time and talents to the Lord.
“The idea of The Forge is one that

conveys what happens when a
blacksmith takes a bar of iron and
uses heat and tools to shape it,” ex-
plained Phil. “We want men to be

purified and for God to change and
strengthen them the same way that
heat and cooling strengthens the
iron. We want men to become what
God wants them to be.”
The Forge materials are designed

to be used across all types of Salva-
tion Army ministries, including in

church in reaching men with the
gospel. The more we can create op-
portunities for men, the more we’re
going to see Kingdom results and see
spiritual growth among the men of
our corps.”
Born out of Phil’s desire to better

equip corps officers and leaders to
include intentional spiritual develop-
ment in ministry to men, The Forge
was first rolled out in the Indiana
Division in 2019, when Phil, then
newly charged with leading men’s
ministries, decided to develop mate-
rials after struggling to find re-
sources to distribute in his division.
Inspired in part by the women’s

ministries Embrace program format,
The Forge focuses on a new theme
and scripture each month and in-
cludes a short introductory video,
group discussion questions and addi-
tional program ideas for leaders to
utilize. The discussion questions en-
courage men to engage with open-
ness and vulnerability, which leads
to strong bonds of friendship and

M
en’s ministries is a vital
component of building
God’s Kingdom. Tradi-
tionally consisting of

Bible study, prayer, service opportu-
nities and activities around shared
interests such as fishing, gaming or
sports, men’s ministries has long
been a way for men to connect.
Intent on providing opportunities

for leaders to engage men more pur-
posefully in growth, discipleship and
accountability through fellowship,
service and brotherhood, this year
the territorial corps and community
mission department introduced an
expanded Salvation Army resource
called The Forge.
“In doing a lot of research on

men’s ministry what has been found
is that churches that are healthy and
growing tend to have a strong core
group of men who are committed to
the mission,” said Phil Hull, director
of mission and spiritual develop-
ment in the Indiana Division. “Yet
there is a big hole in the universal
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Texas, Montana, and elsewhere.
“Back then there was a song on

the radio called ‘Go West Young
Man,’ so I did,” he said.
During his life, Jimmy worked

mostly blue-collar jobs in restaurants
and hotels. He was also a travel-
ing worker for Barnum & Bailey
and other circuses. He tried en-
listing in all four branches of the
military but was denied.
He started attending worship

services at the Fargo Corps in
2009. “Jimmy is now a soldier of
the Fargo Corps, attending Sun-
day school and worship, men’s
fellowship, always bring a laugh
wherever he goes,” said the
major. Jimmy has found family in
the corps members and activities.
“The Army may have rejected

me, but The Salvation Army
didn’t,” Jimmy said with a laugh,
adding that his faith has helped

him stay sober since 1977.
Jimmy comes by the corps for a

hot meal several times a week.
Without the meal program, he
would have a difficult time getting
enough to eat.

They come from all walks of life.
Many are experiencing homeless-
ness. Others are older adults on
fixed incomes, and some are young
families struggling to make ends
meet. All of them not only find sus-
tenance but a warm and caring wel-

come.
“Everyday, we are

blessed to meet the
most basic of human
needs, nutrition, both
physically and spiritu-
ally,” said Major Abe
Tamayo, Fargo corps of-
ficer. “Thank God for a
caring community such
as Fargo-Moorhead.”

Jimmy
Jimmy, 85, lives on a

fixed income. He was
born in the Fargo area
but spent much of his
life living in Arizona,

by Craig Dirkes

T
here is a place at the table
for every person who comes
to the Fargo, N.D., Corps,
which serves a hot breakfast

and lunch for 200 people every
weekday.
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Faith and compassion
drive her

The Infinite Game

Rader Scholarships available
Qualified CentralTerritory senior soldier minority students
entering or attending accredited Christian colleges may be
eligible for the Rader Scholarship. Applicants must be
attending and serving in a corps with an eye toward
becoming a Salvation Army officer or serving as a local
officer (a soldier in a leadership position) at their corps.

Contact your divisional youth secretary for requirements
and an application.

Endorsements must be obtained by your corps officer and
then divisional youth secretary before being submitted for
territorial review.

The deadline for endorsed applications toTerritorial
Headquarters for the 2023-2024 school year is May 15, 2023.
So, don’t delay.

For more information, visit salarmycentral.org/ord/student-aid
or contact your divisional youth secretary
or Rob.DeGeorge@usc.salvationarmy.org

On the road
to college?

Need
financial aid?

On the road
to college?

Need
financial aid?

2

Central
Connection
THE SALVATION ARMY
5550 Prairie Stone Pkwy • Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
847-294-2000
WILLIAM AND CATHERINE BOOTH
Founder
BRIAN PEDDLE
General
COMMISSIONER BRAD BAILEY
Territorial Commander
ELIZABETH KINZIE
Editor
TWYLA STEINSLAND
Writer/Editor
LAURA STEWART
Publications Coordinator/Writer
ALEXANDRIA GAUTHIER
Digital Media Coordinator
HELENA TURNER
Administrative Assistant
KENNETH ROMIN
Graphic Design and Production

VISIT OURWEBSITE—

www.salarmycentral.org
1-800-SALARMY

a just cause, build trusting teams,
study worthy rivals, prepare for exis-
tential flexibility, demonstrate coura-
geous leadership. I don’t have the
space to go into these but recom-
mend you check out the book or
leadership podcast (or drop me a
line at jonathan.rich@usc.salvation-
army.org).
These five practices capture the

mindset of a leader who is sold out
to the mission that he or she has
been called to advance. “Preaching
the Gospel of Jesus Christ while
meeting human needs in His name”
is an infinite mission. We will never
“win,” but we can be “ahead or be-
hind.” So, the question is: “How do
we then lead?”
• We lead as though OTHERS de-
pend on it. What is in front of us
every day is not about you or me.
It is about others for the glory of
God.

• We lead as though we have an in-
finite audience of One. It is HIS
glory we care about. His mission.
His ministry.
One of the most poignant exam-

ples of a finite mindset is found in
the parable of the rich fool in Luke
12. You know the story. A man de-
cides he is going to create a huge
nest egg from a bountiful harvest
and build huge barns to hold his ex-
cess crop so he can live out his life
by “eating, drinking and being
merry” (Luke 12:16-21). But God
looks at the man and calls him a
fool and takes his life. Then God
says, “This is how it will be with
whoever stores up things for them-
selves but is not rich toward God.”
He could just as easily have said,

“This is how it will be for those
who lead as though it is all about
them and short-term finite gains,
while forgetting that it is all about
God and others for an eternity that
begins now.”
May we each lead in our corps,

families, workplaces—wherever we
find ourselves—as those advancing
an infinite mission.

M
y great grandfather,
William Booth Davey,
once wrote an article for
the Officer magazine he

titled “Appointed for Eternity.” The
gist was that officers, though ap-
pointed to a corps for a finite time,
should approach their decision-
making with an “infinite mind-
set”—in other words, we should
make decisions that will outlast us
and stand the test of time. I have
given that approach a lot of
thought. Am I a short-term, finite
mindset person or someone who
approaches my calling (my work,
my ministry, my whole life) with
an infinite perspective?
With that as a backdrop, you can

imagine my interest when I was in-
troduced recently through the
Carey Nieuwhof Leadership Pod-
cast (# 417) to a book by Simon
Sinek called The Infinite Game. In
it, Sinek outlines the difference be-
tween finite and infinite games. A

finite game is one with which we
are all familiar. There are winners
and losers, a beginning and an end,
fixed rules—games like football, soc-
cer, checkers.
He goes on to distinguish finite

games from infinite ones. He writes:
“In infinite games, like business or
politics or life itself, the players
come and go, the rules are change-
able and there is no defined end
point. There are no winners and los-
ers in an infinite game. There is no
such thing as ‘winning business’ or
‘winning life,’ for example, there is
only ahead or behind.”
As I read, I automatically began

substituting “mission” for “game.”
We have an infinite mission that
calls us as Salvationists to approach
our callings to advance the mission
of our Movement with an infinite
mindset.
What characterizes this mindset?

Sinek names five practices: advance

K
eila Morales has a mission
in life: to help others as
much as she can. A soldier
at the Blue Island, Ill.,

Corps and freshman at Emory Uni-
versity, she is the latest recipient of
the Paul and Kay Rader Scholarship.
Keila was first introduced to The

Salvation Army when she was just 6
years old and her family started at-
tending the corps. In addition to
Sunday worship and corps activities,
growing up she frequently partici-
pated in volunteer opportunities like
helping in the food pantry, back to
school drives and Christmas toy
shop.
“Being involved at the corps really

showed me how many people are in
need and how important it is to
help,” she said.
Keila says her faith and experi-

ences have helped her determine the
path she wants to take. A biology
major on the pre-med track, she
plans to become an oncologist. Hav-

ing seen what cancer does when
her uncle was diagnosed several
years ago, she has compassion for
families and individuals going
through the difficult process of di-
agnosis and treatment.
“My faith makes me compassion-

ate for those around me,” said Keila.
“A lot of people are lost and need di-
rection. Being able to share my
faith with them is another way I
can help.”
The Paul and Kay Rader Scholar-

ship is awarded each year to out-
standing minority young adult
Salvationists who show commit-
ment to their faith, education and
service. Thanks to the Rader Schol-
arship, Keila was able to begin col-
lege with peace of mind knowing
she could pay for tuition and all of
the books and supplies she needed.
Keila concluded, “I come from a

low-income family. The scholarship
has meant a lot to me.”
Also receiving the scholarship

this year are Alexia Brown (Kanka-
kee, Ill., Corps) and Hannah Kim
(Chicago, Ill., Mayfair Community
Church (Corps).

by Lt. Colonel Jonathan Rich
Territorial Secretary for Program



Krocettes are cooking!

The Krocettes with taste-tester Major KK Mathews. From left, Devoria Gordon, Yolanda
Bragg (in back), Lorraine Jones, Major K. Kendall Mathews, Dalvyn Bragg, Brenda Gordon,
Natasha Lewis and Wandella Akins.
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Schedule of Events
Friday, June 9

9:30 am Commencement Ceremony
Oak Creek Centennial,Wis., Corps

Noon Retired Officers’ Luncheon +
Hyatt Regency Milwaukee

1:00 – 6:30 pm Trade Central and Museum Exhibits
Wisconsin Center

2:00 – 7:30 pm Onsite Registration and Packet Distribution
5K Run/Walk for the World 2023 Packet
Distribution
Ride for the World Registration and T-Shirt
Distribution

4:00 pm Candidates Meet and Greet +
Hyatt Regency Milwaukee

5:00 pm Long Service Recognition Dinner +
Hyatt Regency Milwaukee

7:00 pm Childcare Registration and Drop Off for
Pre-Registered Children, ages 11 and under **
(Photos must be taken at this time for all adults
authorized to drop off or pick up children)

7:30 pm Opening Session
“We will Rejoice in the City” *

10:00 pm Teen & Young Adult Afterglow
(ages 13-29) **

Saturday, June 10

7:00 am 5K Run/Walk for the World with the Territorial
Commander **
Juneau Park, Downtown Milwaukee

8:30 am CFOT Summer Session Breakfast +
Hilton Milwaukee City Center

9:00 am Onsite Registration and Packet Distribution

Ride for the World Registration and T-Shirt
Distribution

9:15 am Childcare for Pre-Registered Children **

10:00 am Morning Session
“We will Rejoice Across all Cultures” *

12:30 – 5:30 pm Trade Central and Museum Exhibits
Wisconsin Center

1:00 pm Ride for the World
Meet in front of Miller High Life Theatre

6:30 pm Onsite Registration and Packet Distribution

6:45 pm Childcare for Pre-Registered Children **

7:30 pm Evening Session
“We will Rejoice with Creative Arts” *

Sunday, June 11

8:00am - 3:00pm Registration and Packet Distribution

8:15 am Childcare for Preregistered Children**

(morning only / no afternoon childcare)

9:00 am Commissioning and Ordination of the
Reflectors of Holiness Session

1:00 pm Service of Appointments*

3:00 pm Reception for New Lieutenants and
Unit Commanders+

All Events held at Miller High Life Theatre unless otherwise noted.
Spanish, Laotian and Korean translation provided for general sessions.
+ By invitation only * Delegate Credential/Ticket required
**Available with preregistration only Schedule is Subject to Change

Get more information and register at www.sarejoice.org

I
t’s a Wednesday night,
and there is laughter
and singing coming
from the kitchen at the

Ray and Joan Kroc Corps
Community Center in
Chicago.
Wonderful smells waft

from the ovens as large
pans of mostaccioli, baked
chicken or macaroni and
cheese sizzle. Corn-on-the-
cob bobbles in the boiling
water on the stove.
The Krocettes, a group

of women who have pre-
pared dinner for youth in
the Wednesday night
Bible-study classes at
Chicago’s Kroc Center for
the last 10 years, are creat-
ing their weekly culinary
magic.
“Ministry comes in all

different forms. Food min-
istry seems to be our
thing,” said Wandella
Akins, one of the original
Krocettes who began volunteering
when the center first opened.
Three Bible-study classes run each

Wednesday night for youth and
young adults ranging in age from 5
to 20. The Krocettes deliver the hot
meals on trays to the students.
“It has to be a healthy dinner, along

with a dessert; maybe cookies or fruit
or applesauce,” said Brenda Gordon,
another original Krocette. “This may
be the only meal the kids get that
day, besides what they get at school.
You are praying that this meal will
hopefully be a blessing to them.”
Housekeeping and security staff

members often get a dinner plate
too. “We feed them all. You don’t
want anyone leaving hungry,” Wan-
della said.
Major K. Kendall (KK) Mathews,

senior Kroc officer at the center, is
considered to be the Krocettes’ offi-
cial taste-tester.
“Yes, I am!” Major KK said,

proudly confirming his taste-testing
title. He calls what the Krocettes do
a culinary arts celebration. “These
ladies are full of joy,” he said. “Every
Wednesday is a celebration. They
take pride in what they do. Their
meal is their mission.”
On some Wednesday nights, a

local pizzeria delivers pizzas for the
students’ dinner. The Krocettes sup-
plement the pizzas with their
healthy side-dishes.
Natasha Lewis is Brenda’s daugh-

ter. She has been a Krocette for
about nine years.

“We all work so well together,”
Natsha said fondly. “There is such a
wonderful atmosphere in the
kitchen. You can feel the spirit of
everyone working together, feeling
love. The best day for me is when
we prepare the annual Thanksgiving
meal.”
Lorraine Jones became a Krocette

about three years ago. She and
Brenda have known each other for
more than 50 years, and they at-
tended nursing school together. Now
they find themselves side-by-side,
wearing their matching Krocette
aprons.
Lorraine loves serving the healthy

fare to grateful recipients. “The kids
come back and thank us for the
meals,” she said. “There is apprecia-
tion from everyone.”
There are also some “junior” Kro-

cettes who assist in the kitchen at
times. These ladies include Brenda’s
daughter, Yolanda Bragg; Brenda’s
granddaughter Devoria Gordon, and
her younger sister Fatina Jackson.
“They have not been in the

kitchen for as long as we have. So
we are breaking them in,” Brenda
said with some laughter.
Behind all of the light-hearted con-

versation, each Krocette knows the
importance of what she does in that
kitchen each week.
“Serving. It’s all about serving,”

Natasha added. “It’s about getting
up, going to church and cooking a
meal for someone who may not have
another meal that day.”

Brenda Gordon, one of the Krocettes, prepares meals at
the Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community Center in
Chicago.



United in Christ

Phil Hull, director of mission and spiritual
development in the Indiana Division
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T
here is a commonly held be-
lief that women are social,
and men are not,” said Lt.
Adam Hines, corps officer at

the Lakewood Temple, Minn., Corps,
where men’s ministry is a weekly
activity. “But men’s ministries gives
men an opportunity to grow individ-
ually while also growing together in
fellowship. Then they are able to up-
lift and support each other.”
Each Wednesday morning, 15 men

from all walks of life come together
for fellowship, Bible study and dis-
cussion at the corps. The group is
comprised of corps members as well
as friends who attend other
churches or who are unchurched.
All are welcome.
The men who attend the men’s

ministry group rely on one another
as they grow in Christ. They openly
share and pray for one another, and
new participants are warmly wel-
comed.
“They feel comfortable and confi-

dent, and it gives them a sense of
growth,” said Lt. Adam.
Using resources which include

both Bible studies and other Chris-
tian books based on the interests of

the group, Envoy Walter Peck, who
though retired remains invested in
the corps as a soldier, leads the men
in exploring Scripture and engages
them in thoughtful discussion.
“It’s not a one man leads all,” said

Lt. Adam. “Envoy Walt does a lot of
prep and planning, but he does it in
a way that includes the men in the
group.”
As a facilitator, the envoy encour-

ages the men to share their views or
understanding of the Scripture pas-
sage or study material. They can
voice questions or doubts, share
life’s joys and challenges, and to
pray for one another.
“It’s a place of certainty,” said the

lieutenant. “The men are always
open, welcoming and respectful of
one another, even when they dis-
agree.”
According to Lt. Adam, the pur-

pose of men’s ministry is disciple-
ship, and that’s what is happening
when men have a group in which to
confide, learn and grow.
“Meeting socially is a crucial com-

ponent to discipleship,” he con-
cluded. “It shows we are united in
Christ.”

Faith and friendship

corps, adult rehabilitation centers,
harbor light centers, and even shel-
ters, with the goal of connecting
men with Christ and one another.
The materials are adaptable so that
they can be used alone, as a supple-
mental activity or as a first step to-
ward building a new men’s
ministries group.
“We see The Forge materials as a

unifier that will connect men to one
another and their corps,” said Cap-
tain Ross Anderson, Northern men’s
ministries secretary. “There is also
the potential for starting up new
groups across the division, which is
exciting.”
The development of the new ma-

terials and the enthusiastic response
from officers and leaders highlights
the importance of engaging men in
the church and providing opportuni-
ties for growth through discipleship.
Leaders of men’s ministries across

the territory agree, this is a vital re-
source that will make a difference in
families, corps and communities.
“When a man is being discipled

and is accountable to other men in
his group, and when he has men he
knows he can go to who will pray
for him and encourage him and lift
him up, he’s a stronger soldier,” said
Major Bob Gauthier, Midland divi-
sional men’s ministries secretary.
“Our corps need ways to be inviting
to men, to help them develop a rela-
tionship with Christ, and The Forge
is a great way to start.”
In its first few months, The Forge

has been eagerly adopted by men’s
ministries groups, including Michi-
gan City, Ind., where Major Dale
Simmons leads a monthly men’s fel-
lowship over breakfast. He said,
“The material is perfect. It’s real.
Not wordy or trite. When we did the
unit on grief, the floodgates opened,

and we bonded over shared experi-
ences of loss. We are keeping on
with using it.”
In Michigan City and other corps

which have started using The Forge,
men are coming together in fellow-
ship, service and brotherhood, grow-
ing in Christ individually and
together.
“It’s encouraging to hear that

throughout the territory men are
again meeting on a regular basis
with a desire to strengthen their per-
sonal faith and communities,” said
Captain Michael Sjogren, territorial
men’s ministries secretary. “Our Ter-
ritorial Men’s Conference theme last
March was ‘Momentum’. The Forge
assists in keeping this men’s min-
istries momentum headed in the
right direction.”
Themes have included such topics

as grief, spiritual gifts, and worship.
This year’s expanded materials are
focused on men in the Bible, with
each divisional men’s ministries sec-
retary contributing one month’s re-
sources, including creating the
introductory video and providing
discussion questions and ideas for
activities or service opportunities.
Characters to be studied include Ne-

hemiah, Joshua and Gideon, among
others.
“I love the fact that officers from

across the territory can contribute
to a project that will be a great
blessing to our men,” said Captain
Xavier Montenegro, men’s min-
istries secretary in the Kansas and
Western Missouri Division. “The
opportunity to hear from a diverse
group of Salvationist voices is in-
valuable.”

Visit theforgesa.org for more informa-
tion and to access monthly resources.

Men grow in faith and friendship through group discussion during men’s camp in the
Kansas and Western Missouri Division.

The Forge

“

F
or Jack Hakala, a soldier at
the Lakewood Temple,
Minn., Corps, men’s min-
istries is a place for connec-

tion, friendship and building faith.
Jack met The Salvation Army

when a neighbor invited him to
church more than 20 years ago. That
first Sunday, he felt welcomed and
at home as he was greeted by the of-
ficers and members of the congrega-
tion. He’s been attending ever since.
“I went because my friend told me

about having coffee and donuts dur-
ing Sunday school,” Jack said. “I
liked the worship service, so I kept
going back.”
Not long after Jack’s first visit to

the corps for Sunday services, Envoy

Walter Peck, who leads men’s min-
istries, invited him to attend the
Wednesday morning men’s fellow-
ship. Jack gladly accepted. “Now I
go over early every week to make
the coffee,” he said.
According to Jack, the weekly fel-

lowship with other men has been
uplifting. He has formed strong
bonds of friendship and built a net-
work of support with several of the
men who look out for one another.
These friends recently helped Jack
obtain hearing aids, assuring that
Jack—who cannot read—retains that
important sense for communica-
tion. Jack enjoys the teaching
videos and discussion and contin-
ues to develop his faith by listening
and interacting with the group.

“One of the things we
are able to work on is
helping Jack learn Scrip-
ture through hearing God’s
Word,” said Lt. Adam
Hines, corps officer. “It’s
an opportunity to be re-
minded that we can teach
God’s Word in different
ways that reach people.”
Jack appreciates the in-

tentionality and depth of
the group which provide
him a comfortable place to
belong and grow in his
faith.
“I’m quite sure I’m

learning more about God,”
he concluded. “It’s really
nice to be here.”

Jack Hakala and Fred Olsen

Continued from page 1



Forummembers’ faith and family ties

Wearing a new uniform

R
icardo Cardenas had a
choice to make. He could
continue playing soccer on
Sundays or attend worship

services at the Kansas City Westport
Temple, Mo., Corps where his wife
Flor attended services each week.
Then he saw the guitar.
The bass guitar in the corps’

praise band intrigued Ricardo. He
wanted to learn how to play it. After
speaking with the band director, Ri-
cardo gave up playing soccer and
joined the praise band.
But when summer rolled around

the following year, Ricardo was back
on the soccer field—and not at his
corps.
“The director of the band said to

me, ‘You have to decide if you’re
going to stay here or play soccer,’”
Ricardo recalled.
He made his decision soon after

his mother passed away. It was a
turning point for Ricardo.
“I surrendered to God,” he re-

called. “And I decided to stick with
the band and the corps. I changed
my soccer uniform for a Salvation
Army uniform, and it is great.”
He and Flor are now soldiers at

the Kansas City Blue Valley, Mo.,
Corps, with daughters Alondra, 14,
and Abigail, 9.
Ricardo and Flor were not Chris-

tians when they married at a court-
house in 2003. Then
they started to attend the
Westport Corps, where
Flor accepted Christ; she
became a soldier after
Abigail’s birth.
In July 2018, Ricardo

also decided to become a
soldier but chose to sur-
prise his wife. When
Flor saw her husband
march by in a soldier’s
uniform to be enrolled,
she shed tears of joy.
Also in 2018, they de-
cided to renew their
wedding vows, as Chris-
tians, at the corps.
Ricardo participates in

numerous corps activi-
ties. Along with playing
in the praise band, he
works with teens, re-
cently supervising a
group of teenaged bell-
ringers. He helps get
meals to those in need,
distributes holiday gifts
and more.
As assistant divisional

sergeant-major for the
Kansas and Western Mis-
souri Division, Ricardo
is a member of the Terri-
torial Soldiers’ Forum.

He says he was hesitant at first.
“I was kind of nervous, but God

put everything together,” he said. “I
think it is a very good idea, having
this Soldiers’ Forum. If a solider has
something to say or a new idea or
concern, they can come to us.”
Ricardo has worked in a ware-

house every week for 20 years. He
believes his colleagues have seen a
positive change in him since he
turned to God and joined The Salva-
tion Army.
“I am more respectful and more

kind now,” he said. “I know that my
co-workers can tell that.”
He prays each day on his way to

work and is grateful for the bless-
ings his family continues to receive.
“I put everything to God once a

day, and I know that He will take
care of things,” he said. “God has
been good to us.”

To learn more about the Territorial
Soldiers’ Forum or find your represen-
tative, visit salarmycentral.org.

Finding Christ at camp

G
rowing up, Carrie Dixon
relished spending time in
the Missouri sunshine at
Three Trails Camp in

Kansas City.
“I have always loved camp,” she

recalled. “It was a safe place, a place
where I felt I could be myself. My
first experience with The Salvation
Army was though sunbeams and at-
tending summer camp with my
leaders.”
Today, Carrie and her husband

Michael, who’ve been married for
23 years, run Three Trails Camp and
Retreat Center—the place where
they met as teens. Michael is the ex-
ecutive director, while Carrie is the
assistant camp director. Three Trails
serves children from Kansas and
Western Missouri during the sum-
mer and is a retreat center from Au-
gust through May. Even when camp
is not in session, Carrie and Michael
are busy all year, preparing for their
campers.
“I think my experience at camp

gives me an opportunity to watch
how the guiding principles of
[William] Booth are put to use,” Car-
rie said. “We are able to meet all of
the physical needs of our campers,
and then we can meet their spiritual
needs. We do a lot of fun things, but
the purpose of camp is for us to in-
troduce campers to Christ and make
sure they have an established rela-
tionship with Him.”
In addition to camp, Carrie is

highly involved in her corps, work-
ing with youth and helping with spe-
cial events. She serves as the
divisional sergeant-major for the
Kansas and Western Missouri Divi-
sion and through this role is a mem-
ber of the Territorial Soldiers’
Forum.
“I will represent our division and

try to provide opportunities for our
soldiers to have a voice in our terri-
tory. I will also be serving as a mem-
ber-at-large on the forum’s executive
committee. I am praying that God is
in the middle of all the planning and
implementation of the forum that is
ahead.”
Faith in God is woven into every

moment of Carrie’s life.
“I feel it’s important to live my

faith out loud,” she said. “I try to
make a point to always be aware of

situations and to stop to offer bless-
ing and pray with people.”
That strong faith has helped her

throughout life, even with a heart-
breaking loss.
“Many years ago, I was grieving

the loss of a stillborn child. I had
two children already, and I lost a
baby and had to keep going,” Carrie
recalled. “I was praying to God to
take the hole in my heart and fill it
up; let it go away so I could be
whole again. I felt that God an-
swered my prayer, saying, ‘I may
never fill that hole. But I will let my
light shine through it so that you can
minister to others.’ There have been
so many times in my life I have been
able to see experiences like this im-
pact my ministry for Christ.”
Carrie and Michael have three

children, one in high school and two
in college.
“I’m blessed to be actively in-

volved in my kids’ lives. Some might
say I am a professional soccer mom.
I have been to lots of soccer games,”
Carrie concluded with a chuckle.

5

Ricardo unloads hot meals from a truck.

Carrie Dixon with her husband Michael and their daughter Mikayla, and sons Joshua and
Stephen.

Carrie Dixon

Ricardo Cardenas with his wife Flor and their daughters
Alondra and Abigail in 2018 on his enrollment day.

Kansas and Western Missouri’s forum representatives share their lives, invite input about Army



At the heart of the Salvation
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by Carol Shoults

W
ith the
summer
months
rapidly

approaching, divisions
are gearing up camps
for ministry experi-
ences and unique out-
door opportunities.
Salvation Army camps
offer children and
adults the opportunity
to get into the great
outdoors, leave behind
ordinary routines of
work and school, meet
new friends and de-
velop relationships,
and enjoy dedicated
time to learn more about God and His amazing
creation.

Activities like swimming, archery, ziplining
and boating in a Christ-centered community
help youth establish a sense of independence
and encourage acceptance. It allows for kids
from different cultures and backgrounds to find
a common place where they can share experi-
ences together.

At music camp, instrumentalists and vocalists
advance in their abilities and learn how to
make music together at all proficiency levels.
At youth character-building camps, young peo-
ple discover new interests and skills.

But can a few days, a week or even several
weeks at camp really make a significant change
in a young person’s life?

From his vantage point, Matt Walter says it
can. He first worked at a Salvation Army camp
as a dishwasher in 1999, and that summer
changed his life.

“I come from a low-income situation, and my
home life could be chaotic at times. I was a
very introverted individual with low self-es-
teem. As a 15-year-old, I believed that camp
was a little taste of what heaven would be like,”
said Matt, recalling how the camp staff was en-
couraging and loving.

He accepted Jesus as his Savior and came
home from camp a new person.

“I was confident and extroverted, knowing
that my worth was not found in what my peers
thought about me but what my God thinks
about me,” Matt said. “My experience at camp
completely changed my life!”

He carried that first-hand knowledge of how

camp can change lives with him and it
informed his ministry for 17 years as
youth director at the Omaha Citadel
Corps where he often encouraged chil-
dren and families to take advantage of
camp opportunities.

With his recent job change to West-
ern divisional music director, he is
looking forward to summers as he leads

music camp, traditionally
one of the division’s
largest and longest camps.
Throughout his time with
The Salvation Army, Matt
has seen many lives im-
pacted by camping min-
istry and many people
come to know Jesus for
the first time while at
summer camp.

As a young girl who
grew up attending The
Salvation Army, Major
Joyce Winters, a retired
officer, had many oppor-
tunities to accept Christ
as her personal Savior
during the quarterly deci-
sion time in Sunday
School. When the invita-
tion was given to accept
Jesus into her heart, she
knelt at the altar almost every

time. However, it wasn’t until she was 12 and
at girl guard camp that Joyce began to under-
stand more fully what that meant and that she
needed to do something herself.

“Perhaps it was because the message was
geared to my age group, but it was then that a
real change came into my life,” recounted
Major Joyce.

She knew she needed to dedicate her life to
living for Christ, and for Joyce this meant be-
coming an officer in The Salvation Army,
which became a lifelong passion.

Joyce and her husband, Walt, raised five chil-
dren together, and all of them and their spouses
are still active in ministry.

Camp also played a pivotal role in the faith of
Joy Caro, a soldier at the Aurora, Ill., Corps and
teacher for children with special needs.

Joy’s family—10 children in all—didn’t attend
church until her older sister was invited by a

classmate, the daughter of a Salvation Army of-
ficer, to come to the corps. With her parents’
blessing, she did. After a few years when Joy
was around 2, her sister was allowed to take
Joy with her.

Western Divisional Commander Major Greg Thompson, Matt Walter and
Marc Smith present the Western Music Camp Spirit award to Damon Sheets
from Aberdeen, S.D.

Matt Walter with boys at rangers’ camp

Mrs. Major Joyce Winters holds her great-granddaughter Sophia.

Joy Caro with her husband, Adan, and sons Jonathan, Adrian and Benjamin.



Army camping experience
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Growing up in the corps, Joy participated in
programs like sunbeams and accepted Christ as
her Savior as a junior soldier. She went to char-
acter-building camps throughout her youth and
loved it so much she then worked for several
summers as a teenager on camp staff at Army
Lake.

At Central Bible and Leadership Institute
(CBLI), Joy rededicated her life to Christ and
says that afterward she relied on the Holy
Spirit to guide her life and make decisions like
which college to attend and whom to marry.

“Going to camp gave me a new experience
that I never would have had at home and
helped me in my teen years to develop my rela-
tionship with Christ,” recalled Joy. “It was a
safe space—emotionally, physically, and spiritu-
ally—and this was the place where I started
taking my relationship with Jesus seriously for
the first time.”

Growing up, Lt. Ken Jones never left a five-
mile pocket in Detroit until he attended Echo
Grove Camp at age 13. It opened a whole new
world for him. And it wasn’t just about discov-
ering nature or having access to the pool, it was
about meeting people.

“It really broadened my outlook. I met so
many different people from diverse back-
grounds,” he said. “But as we shared our sto-
ries, I began to realize what we had in common
and that other people I’d never imagined strug-
gled too.”

Rather reserved at home and school, Ken felt
that at camp he could be himself and who he
wanted to become. He grew not only socially
but spiritually.

“CBLI was the place I loved and looked to
grow my faith,” he reflected, citing small
groups, being a camp counselor and learning
from speakers and mentors whose faith ran
deep. “Those camping experiences gave me ac-
cess to teachers and officers to hear from and
to look up to.”

Camp was also the backdrop for forming
friendships. Some of these friends became as
close as brothers and still play a vital role in
Ken’s life today and he in theirs.

It was also during a CBLI night meeting
where Ken was exposed to Summer Mission
Teams, a concept that captured his imagination
and catapulted him the very next summer onto
a team to Hungary where God spoke to his

heart about becoming a Salvation Army officer.
He now leads the St. Clair County, Ill., Corps in
the St. Louis Area Command with his wife,
Captain Samantha Nolan-Jones.

Looking back, the lieutenant said, “Some peo-
ple make an immediate impact on your life,
and others like Jill Johnson or Jerrie Miller
make an investment through camp, the huge
significance of which you realize over time.”

Originally from Chester, England, Captain
Christopher White was introduced to The Sal-
vation Army through camp.

“God used Wonderland Camp in Camp Lake,
Wis., to completely alter the trajectory
of my life!” he exclaimed. “My experi-
ence through Camp America in the
early 2000s working as a camp coun-
selor allowed me to spend almost 10
months at camp over three years.
While every camp was impactful, God
used Central Bible and Leadership In-
stitute and Central Music Institute to
draw me closer to the people of The
Salvation Army, to get to know leaders
from across the territory and musical
guests from around the Army world.”

He continued, “It was during these
summers at camp that God spoke to me
about His future plans for my life as a
Salvation Army officer and encouraged
me to get serious about my daily devo-
tions. If I can fit morning devotionals
into my life as a camp counselor, I can
fit them in anywhere! This is a disci-
pline I have continued ever since.”

The captain notes the youth camps especially
drew him closer to the heartbeat of the Army
as he worked with children primarily from
inner-city Chicago.

Captain Christopher is now a divisional
youth secretary and is excited that he gets to
spend his summers back at camp, ministering
to camp staff and campers.

Camp is where lifelong friendships are
formed in an atmosphere of acceptance and
love. It’s where lives are enriched, and some
find their calling. Most importantly, Salvation
Army camps are where people find Jesus.

A young music and arts student receives help from Lt. Ken Jones at the Omaha North, Neb., Corps.

Captains Chris and Rachel White

Captain Chris White, Western divisional youth secretary, and Captain
Alex Yanez, Omaha, Neb., Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community
Center senior officer, on the famous Needles Highway, just a short
trip from the division’s Black Hills, S.D., camp.

Lt. Ken Jones and Captain Samantha Nolan-Jones at
Central Bible Leadership Institute



by Lt.MatthewWinters

“A new command I give you: Love
one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.”
John 13:34-35, NIV.

T
his passage brought me into
full-time ministry. Though a
seemingly simple and easy
command in words, it’s not

something we as Christians are
known for. God challenged me to get
this right.
There was a period in my life

where all I had was a system of be-
liefs. It was easy to fall back on
them because I was in such close
proximity to the good The Salvation
Army was doing. I had faith without
action. When I look back I wonder if
it was faith at all—that is until I
heard these verses.
As I became increasingly aware of

the grace and love I had received, 1
Corinthians 13:13 came alive for me:
“And now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.”
This is how my wife, Haylee, and

I try to lead in our ministry. We are
imperfect at best, but the Holy Spirit
helps to show our intentions to those
around us.
Being officers in our late ‘20s has

been difficult at times. We never
thought we would be commissioned,
sent in charge of a corps in the mid-
dle of a pandemic and have to make
such important decisions. But when

we lead with love, we find people
are drawn in whether or not they
agree with the decision.
Our appointment in Traverse

City, Mich., has been a blessing for
our family. We have found the peo-
ple we serve with are genuinely
seeking God and want to know Him
better, and we have seen God work
in tremendous ways. Our vision is
to cultivate an environment where
people are loved as Christ first
loved us. When someone who faces
large bills, homelessness, hunger or
loneliness walks through our doors,
while we help meet those needs,
the best gift we can give is the hope
and love of Jesus. If we can get this
right, our communities can change
radically.
That’s what we’ve been privi-

leged to witness here in Traverse
City. Almost three years out from
officer training, we are more on fire
for the Lord and for the mission. It
is not easy, but Kingdom work is a
joy and a gift.
May you find encouragement, joy

and hope as you serve in your part
of the Army.
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International College for
Officers Delegates

Fargo, N.D.

989 days and counting

Captain
Xavier Montenegro

Divisional Secretary

Kansas andWestern Missouri
Division

Session 252
January 11 - February 20, 2023

Major Jolene Hull
Territorial Women’s Ministries
Secretary

Territorial Headquarters

Session 253
March 22 - May 1, 2023

Major Stephanie Senn
Divisional Secretary for Program

North & Central Illinois Division

T
he following officers have
been appointed to attend the
International College for Of-
ficers (ICO) in London, Eng-

land, through May of this year where
they will join officers selected for
this privilege from around the world.
ICO exists to further develop offi-

cers by nurturing personal holiness,

corporate holiness, and spiritual
leadership; fostering leader develop-
ment and capacity building for cur-
rent and future officer leaders;
providing opportunities for officers
to experience the internationalism
of The Salvation Army; and encour-
aging a renewed sense of mission
and purpose among officers.

“It’s hard to get by on a fixed in-
come. Food prices are sky-high,” he
said. “The Salvation Army is so good
to me.”

Keith and Alexandra
Keith, 36, and Alexandra, 33, are a

young family trying to get by. When
they came to the Fargo Corps, they
had a 6-month-old daughter, and
Alexandra was pregnant with their
second child. They had moved to
Fargo last September.
“We want to make a life up here,”

Alexandra said.
Five years ago, the couple moved

to the Midwest from Louisiana so
Keith could start a new job. They ini-
tially stopped by the corps to pick
up some donated dog food but de-
cided to stay when they noticed a
free hot meal was being served.
Having previously received help
from The Salvation Army in Grand
Forks, they were comforted to find a
Salvation Army in their new home-
town.
“It’s hard for our family to make

it,” said Keith. “The Salvation Army
has helped us a lot. We’re thankful
for everything they’ve done for us.”

Brian
For Brian, the camaraderie he

finds at the corps is just as impor-
tant as the hot meals. He visits al-
most daily.
“This is a place where anybody

can come,” the 61-year-old said.
“These are my people.”
Brian has had a hard life. He ex-

perienced homelessness for about
half of his life, starting at age 14.
After years working as a cab driver
and day laborer, he now lives on
modest disability benefits.
“I’ve never thrived—only sur-

vived,” said Brian, who moved to the
Fargo area from Duluth, Minn., soon
after the COVID-19 pandemic began.
Despite his difficult past, his faith

remains strong. He attends a Bible
study at the corps weekly.
“Brian has a good grasp of Scrip-

ture,” said Major Abe, “and has
found a place to share his wealth of
knowledge and receive alternative
views and teaching. He creates
value, adds to all exchanges at the
corps.” The major added that the
Fargo Corps is inviting and receptive.
“The Salvation Army helps the

downtrodden,” Brian said. “They
help the kind of people that everyone
was mad at Christ for sitting with.”

Continued from page 1

Scott and Allison Rodriguez
First-generation and Multigenerational Salvationists

RockfordTemple and OakbrookTerrace, Ill., Corps
North & Central Illinois Division

Majors Angela and Monty Wandling, corps officers
Captains Christine and Enrique Coreano, corps officers

Spiritual Gifts
Scott: Leadership � Giving � Serving
Allison: Leadership � Mercy � Teaching

Ministry Passion or Experience
Scott: Missions � Worship

Allison: Children/Youth � Missions � Worship

Spiritual mentors
Scott: Captain Xavier Montenegro

Allison: Chris Shay, Captain Amanda Keene

Newly
accepted
candidates



God unveils plan

tween 2018 and 2022, I was constantly re-
minded of God’s faithfulness to me. While serv-
ing in Portugal, the Lord reminded me that we
also are called to be faithful to Him.

Sometimes God asks us to do hard things,
things that make us uncomfortable. Our major
spoke about this struggle to be faithful in his ser-
mon on Romans 8:5-17. Often our walk of faith
is a battle between the Spirit and the flesh. In
my life, inclinations from the Spirit are almost
always more uncomfortable than what my
human nature desires. However, verse 6 re-
minds us “the mind governed by the flesh is
death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life
and peace.” Between those two paths, I choose
life and peace.

While our plan was to stay in Portugal for just
under a year, God had other plans. We did not
receive our visas to stay past 90 days, so we re-
turned to Chicago for the Christmas season
where we supported various corps throughout
the demanding holiday season of kettles, Angel
Tree, and all things Christmas.

In January, we embarked on a new journey to
continue our internship in San Isidro, Costa
Rica, where The Salvation Army has a corps and
home for men.

While there has been so much change in this
season, these transitions are not news to God.
We know that every person we meet, every
corps we
attend,
every min-
istry oppor-
tunity
brings with
it wisdom
that will
equip us
for the
work God
has pre-
pared in ad-
vance for
us to do.

morous than prophetic, God
used that moment to open my
heart to a unique ministry op-
portunity. Almost a year ago,
Major Pedro requested an in-
tern from the Central Terri-
tory to serve in the children’s
home, nursing home and
corps in Colares, Portugal.

After months of waiting for
approvals, visa drama, a wed-
ding, and a summer of service at Wonderland
Camp in Wisconsin, my husband and I arrived
in Colares just in time for a congress celebrating
50 years of The Salvation Army in Spain and
Portugal.

The next three months were spent seeing
the Army in a new context, learning a new
language and making new friends. Our
weekly schedule included home league at
Marinel (the Army’s nursing home), games
and dinner at Novo Mundo (the children’s
home), cleaning the thrift store, and special
projects like Angel Tree preparation or
practical labor like organizing a shed or
weeding a garden. We were also a part of
the corps band and praise team while
teaching beginner’s brass throughout the
week. Some activities were less frequent
such as youth club, women’s club, and timbrels.

In all of the life changes that took place be-

For World Services promotional materials, visit centralmissions.org
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Many delegates from Colares greet the General and Commissioner Rosalie Peddle.

For the first time, Spain and Portugal form a united
timbrel brigade which was a highlight of the Congress.

The Colares Corps women's fellowship celebrates the
birthday of one of the members.

Allison and her new friend, Joana

by Allison Rodriguez

I
n 2018, I was able to serve in the Spain/Por-
tugal Command for six weeks on a Summer
Mission Team. That summer was life-chang-
ing and set into motion the unveiling of

God’s plan for my life.

When our team left our first location of serv-
ice in Portugal, our host, Major Pedro Das
Neves, jokingly shared he had a vision of us re-
turning to serve as officers. A few weeks later,
our team was at a music camp in Spain where I
accepted God’s calling on my life to serve as a
Salvation Army officer.

Though Major Pedro’s remark was more hu-

General Brian Peddle prays over the new session of cadets
in the Spain/Portugal Command.



Camping career dreams come true
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from all walks of life to learn and
grow from one another.
“Our campers get to experience

the waterfront, the pool, archery,
high ropes challenge courses, nature
hikes, pontoon rides and so much
more. Having a chance to go and
sleep under the stars is huge for
some kids,” Jeanie said.
“Every chance we get we want to

ask, ‘What does this show you about
God’s love?’ It’s building a relation-
ship from the first moment that
camper is in our care to let them
know they are safe, they are loved
and they belong….We train our staff
to be intentional with every interac-

tion,” Jeanie said.
Children can change dramatically

while attending camp, Jeanie
noted.
“We have seen campers who,

when they first get off the bus, are
in total shock and shy in a foreign
environment. By the time they get
back on the bus they are different
kids. They don’t want to go home.
They have friends they were able to
connect with, and they can see a
love from God they don’t want to
let go of. And we let them know
they don’t have to let go of that.
God is still with them wherever
they go.”

G
oing to camp as a little girl changed
Jeanie Dobney’s life and set her young
mind on a future career.

“I fell in love with camp ministry,” said Jeanie,
now territorial camping and outdoor ministries
director for the Central Territory. “I grew up
knowing what I wanted to do. I wanted to give
that experience back to other kids.

“There were so many big moments in my life
that happened at camp,” Jeanie continued.
“Every summer I looked forward to it. Climbing
the rock wall, going on scavenger hunts…
the pool. And there is just something about
walking back from a campfire, listening to
frogs and crickets, seeing the stars and
hearing kids laugh.”

It was a kindergarten friend who
invited Jeanie to attend sunbeams.
Following her lead, Jeanie’s brothers
joined the adventure corps. Before
long, the whole family was attend-
ing the Royal Oak, Mich., Corps.
Jeanie majored in outdoor educa-

tion at Central Michigan University,
hoping it would open more doors in
the public sector. “I wanted to see
the public mindset and to reach
more communities for the outdoors.
You see God’s fingerprints every-
where you look. Creation speaks for
itself,” Jeanie said.
She began her current role in

April 2022. A few of her duties in-

clude working with organizations to
help build a training system for
camp leaders, ensuring camp pro-
grams meet safety standards, and
working with leaders to help them
pursue outdoor activities for their
corps and communities.
“I am there to make sure we are

helping kids and adults connect
with the outdoors and connect with
God in a new way,” Jeanie said.
With greatly reduced cost and

scholarships, Salvation Army camps
enable those with limited means to
participate and especially provide
the opportunity for healthy outdoor
experiences. They allow people

The perfectway to
spend your summer

Great Lakes Division
Echo Grove Camp
Shayna Stubblefield
Shayna.stubblefield@usc.salvationarmy.org
echogrove.org

Little Pine Island Camp
– limited opportunities

Curtis Britcher
Curtis.britcher@usc.salvationarmy.org
lpicamp.org

Indiana Division
Hidden Falls Camp
CaptainTony Bowers
Tony.bowers@usc.salvationarmy.org
hiddenfallscamp.org

Kansas/Western Missouri Division
ThreeTrails Camp
Michael Dixon
Michael.dixon@usc.salvationarmy.org
threetrailscamp.org

Midland Division
Camp Mihaska
Captain Matt DeGonia
Matt.degonia@usc.salvationarmy.org
midlandyouth.com/camp

North & Central Illinois Division
Wonderland Camp
Captain Daniel Simmons
Daniel.simmons@usc.salvationarmy.org
centralusa.salvationarmy.org/
wonderland/summer-employment

Northern Division
Northwoods Camp
RyanVoeller
Ryan.voeller@usc.salvationarmy.org
centralusa.salvationarmy.org/
northern/northwoodscamp

Wisconsin/Upper Michigan Division
Army Lake Camp
Janelle Shumaker
Janelle.shumaker@usc.salvationarmy.org
armylakecamp.com

Western Division
Western Plains Camp
Kim Herivel-Walter
Kim.herivel-walter@usc.salvationarmy.org
centralusa.salvationarmy.org/
westernplainscamp

Consider being part of The Salvation Army’s camping ministry in the
Central Territory this summer. For more information or to apply, contact:



Go to www.salarmycentral.org
If you follow the prayer calendar during the year,
you will have read through the Bible!

Day

1 Saturday

2 Sunday

3Monday

4 Tuesday

5Wednesday

6 Thursday

7 Friday

8 Saturday

9 Sunday

10Monday

11 Tuesday

12Wednesday

13 Thursday

14 Friday

15 Saturday

16 Sunday

17Monday

18 Tuesday

19Wednesday

20 Thursday

21 Friday

22 Saturday

23 Sunday

24Monday

25 Tuesday

26Wednesday

27 Thursday

28 Friday

29 Saturday

30 Sunday

Bible Reading

Jeremiah 4-6

Exodus 1-4

1 Samuel 16-20

Psalms 39-41

Job 27-28

Jeremiah 7-11

Mark 7-8

1 Corinthians 11-12

Exodus 5-8

1 Samuel 21-25

Psalms 42-44

Job 29-30

Jeremiah 12-16

Mark 9-10

1 Corinthians 13-14

Exodus 9-12

1 Samuel 26-31

Psalms 45-47

Job 31-32

Jeremiah 17-21

Mark 11-12

1 Corinthians 15-16

Exodus 13-16

2 Samuel 1-4

Psalms 48-50

Job 33-34

Jeremiah 22-26

Mark 13-14

2 Corinthians 1-3

Exodus 17-20

Pray for The Salvation Army

O’Fallon, Mo., Corps

Oak Creek Centennial, Wis., Corps

Muscatine, Iowa, Corps

Denmark & Greenland Territory

Southeast, Mich., ARC

Huntington, Ind., Corps

Blue Island, Ill., Corps

Logansport, Ind., Corps

Indianapolis Area Command

Cicero Templo Laramie, Ill., Corps

Madison, Ind., Corps

Bangladesh Command

Jasper/Newton County, Mo., Corps

St. Charles Tri City, Ill., Corps

Fort Dodge, Iowa, Corps

Fergus Falls, Minn., Corps

Porter County, Ind., Corps

Livingston County, Mich., Corps

Australia Territory

Racine, Wis., Corps

Southwest Indiana Area Coordinator

Marinette, Wis., Corps

Kansas City Blue Valley, Mo., Corps

Kankakee, Ill., Corps

Farmington Hills, Mich., Corps

Chicago Midway, Ill., Corps

Angola Command

Peoria Citadel, Ill., Corps

Fargo, N.D., Corps

Local officers

My Prayer List
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April Prayer Calendar

by Jeanie Dobney

10 It’s fun! There’s something for
everyone to have a good time.

9 You get paid and you don’t have
to pay for food, lodging, or gas to
get to work.

8 Learn new skills and get
certifications that help you both
professionally and personally.

7 Adventure in the Outdoors! Make
memories and see what new things
wait down the path.(And for a
minute, escape from whatever
nonsense is going on back home.)

6 It’s good for you! Chances are,
you’ll be more active at a summer
camp than at home or a campus
job.

5 It’s really good for you! Spending
time outdoors has been scientifically
proven on multiple fronts to be good
for your mental and emotional
health.

4 Make new friends and build old
friendships.

3 Live life with kids for a week!
Help them feel safe and confident
to try new things and know they
are loved!

2 Share God’s love. So many people
come together to make camp
happen—
giving a
glimpse of
what living
for the
Kingdom
can look like.

1 You experience
God’s love in a
new way

Top 10 Reasons to
Work at Camp



To teach and inspire

� Brass � Choral Arranging

� Percussion � Brass Composition

� Drama � Guitar � Dance

� Songwriting � Spoken Word

� Ukulele �Voice � Piano

ANNOUNC I NG . . .

RisingStars 2023!

For more information, visit samusiccentral.org/rising-stars

Online submissions open April 1-30, 2023

Digital
accompaniment

available

Don’t miss this great opportunity to improve your
craft by having experts listen and give feedback.

Ages 9 and up – no upper age limit

The Salvation Army USA Central Territory
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North & Central Illinois DMD
Peter Kim joined forces with DMDs
from Texas and New York to lead
DMD 101 geared toward giving new
music directors tools to launch their
ministries.
Midland DMD JR Boatright

teamed up with DMDs from Califor-
nia and Washington, D.C., to
lead a workshop on teaching be-
ginner musicians. JR also partici-
pated in a workshop where he
conducted a band composed of
delegates and received coaching
from Philip Harper—an invalu-
able experience!
Joe Caddy, who leads the Cen-

tral’s Bill Booth Theater Com-
pany, presented an inspiring
drama workshop. With Phil
Laeger, Joe cowrote and staged
the musical, A Long Way Off,
which premiered at commission-
ing in 2018.
The Central’s visual communica-

tions department virtually gave a
workshop on the basics of live
streaming, a pertinent topic for
many corps.
However, the conference’s main

focus was leadership development in

music and cre-
ative arts. Hav-
ing attended,
DMDs are bet-
ter equipped to
develop corps
music leaders in
their divisions
which is at the
heart of the
Central Terri-
tory’s Equip
25/25 Initiative. Launched in 2021,
the initiative seeks to create and de-
velop 25 new music and arts leaders
in each division by 2025.
Music and arts are essential for

congregational worship. To ensure
this, it’s essential to establish educa-
tional programs for youth that feed
into youth bands, singing companies
and youth choruses, which then feed
into senior bands and songster
brigades. Introducing programs is
only the first step. It takes leaders in
the corps to teach, inspire and equip.

When youth develop into mature
musicians, they eventually become
leaders, and the cycle continues from
generation to generation.
Who will step up to teach? It

starts with you. If you are a music
and arts leader or want to become
one, attend music leadership re-
treats in your division. If you are a
corps officer, encourage your lead-
ers to attend these events. Together,
we can ensure the beat goes on.

by Jon Heaver

S
alvation Army music direc-
tors from across North
America came together for
professional development

and networking at the second-ever
National Divisional Music Direc-
tors Conference in Atlanta, Ga.
Divisional music directors

(DMDs), assistant DMDs and terri-
torial music staff joined in united
sessions led by guest instructors,
including worship leader Randy
Bonifield and Philip Harper, con-
ductor of the top-ranked brass
band in the world, the Cory Band.

A wide range of workshops
included topics like band and
choral leadership, youth mu-
sical techniques, worship-
planning, rehearsal
techniques, and teaching
music with learning accom-
modations.
The Central Territory was

well-represented by DMDs
from six divisions and four
members of the territorial
music and creative arts min-
istries department.

Promoted toGlory

Philip Harper, conductor of the Cory Band, leads a session with the
reading band.

Hannah Nelson, Florida divisional creative
arts director, shares her testimony.

Randy Bonifield leads the delegation in worship

Kansas/Western Missouri DMD Jon Heaver

Midland DMD JR Boatright (left) and
Central Territorial Music and Creative Arts
Ministries Secretary Brett Tolcher

Greg Tuck from National Headquarters
shares how DMDs can work with
development departments to raise money
for music programs.

Peter Kim, North & Central Illinois DMD,
and Fred Mbesi, regional music director for
Eastern Pennsylvania

Major BruceTekautz
Major John

Bruce Tekautz,
93, was pro-
moted to Glory
on January 10,
2023. Sharing
the love of Jesus
so others would
accept Him as
their personal
Savior was
Bruce’s life mis-
sion.
Bruce was born on his grandpar-

ent’s farm in Minnesota to Charles
and Tressa Tekautz in Angora Town-
ship, St. Louis County, Minn., on
September 21, 1929. He was the
fourth of 15 children.
As a young man, he served in the

U.S. Army during the Korean Con-
flict. Afterward, in 1953 he entered
the School for Officers’ Training
where met Cecile Fay Finnel, whom
he would marry on June 19, 1956.
They served together as officers

for 40 years in North Dakota,
Kansas, Michigan and at Territorial
Headquarters. They retired from
leading the Booth Manor in Min-
neapolis, Minn., in 1994.
Bruce possessed many talents, in-

cluding being a wonderful cook and
baker and an avid gardener.
Bruce was preceded in death by

his wife, seven brothers and four
sisters. He is survived by his sons,
John (Tereasa) and Major Donald
(Captain Julie); brother Keith; sister
Grace; four granddaughters; many
nieces and nephews, and “daughter-
in-love” Major Judy Tekautz.

Mrs.Major Connie Rodriguez

Mrs. Major
Connie Ro-
driguez was pro-
moted to Glory
on December 25,
2022. Affection-
ately known as
“Abuelita,” Con-
nie was a source
of support and
love not only for
family and
friends but those in need. She ar-
dently prayed for people by name,
and her gentleness and humor were
a source of comfort.
Connie was born in Mexico City

on December 8, 1925, to Martin
Molina and Julia Aboytes. Later, she
was lovingly adopted by Dina and
Ricardo Perez, who made it possible
for her to obtain a teaching degree.
In 1949, Connie entered officer

training in Mexico and was commis-
sioned in 1950. She married Lt.
Angel Rodriguez on June 24,1951,
and they served in Mexico before
transferring to the USA Western Ter-
ritory in 1955 and becoming U.S. cit-
izens. They continued their ministry
as corps officers in the Central Terri-
tory until their retirement in 1988.
Connie was preceded in death by

her husband, two grandchildren and
one great-grandchild. She is survived
by her children, Raquel (Ronald)
Adams, Abigail (Clyde) Newsome,
Aholiab (Carol) and Vasthi (Mike)
Gibson; 12 grandchildren; 26 great-
grandchildren; two great-great-grand-
children; two step-grandchildren and
two great step-grandchildren.


