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Commissioners Barry C. and E. Sue
Swanson, Central territorial leaders,
have been appointed as chief of the
staff and world secretary for women’s
ministries by General Shaw Clifton.
The appointments will take effect
May 1, 2010.
“News of my appointment to serve

as chief of the staff was received with
great surprise,” said the territorial
commander. “Having assumed com-
mand of the USA Central Territory
just a year ago, obviously we thought
we would have more time. But God
had other plans.”
He continued, “We had just complet-

ed a territorial ministry weekend called
Mission and Purpose, held in conjunc-
tion with the dedication of the Omaha,
Neb., Ray and Joan Kroc Corps
Community Center. Themes of calling,
commitment and covenant spoke clear-
ly to my own heart. I felt this was in
confirmation of what General Shaw
Clifton had spoken to me about several
weeks previously; the gifts, experience

and skills possessed by my wife and
me were needed at this time interna-
tionally. As with each appointment
received over our 31 years of officer-
ship, we believe it to be God’s way of
placing us where He wants us, and it is
our privilege to go.”
The Swansons were commissioned

as officers in 1978 and served in corps,
divisional and territorial appointments
in the Central Territory, including
chief secretary and territorial secre-
tary for women’s ministries, until
2006 when they were transferred to
National Headquarters where he
served as national chief secretary and
she as national secretary for women’s
ministries. In 2007 they were appoint-
ed to International Headquarters as
international secretary and zonal sec-
retary for women’s ministries for the
Americas and Caribbean zone.

Colonels Paul R. and Carol Seiler,
who currently serve as chief secre-
tary and territorial secretary for

women’s ministries/territorial coor-
dinator for strategic mission plan-
ning in the Central Territory, have
been appointed as our new territori-
al leaders. Colonel Paul Seiler will be
the territorial commander. Colonel
Carol Seiler will be the territorial
president of women’s ministries and
also will continue her role as territo-
rial coordinator for strategic mission
planning. They take up their new
appointments with promotion to the
rank of commissioner in May.
Hailing from the Western

Territory and with 28 years of expe-
rience as officers, the Seilers have
served in the Central Territory for
three years. In this short time they
have come to know the people and
programs in the Midwest and have

made a significant impact.
For instance, Colonel Paul
Seiler has initiated the
Partners in Mission Next

Steps program and has established
an interdepartmental forum at terri-
torial headquarters (THQ). Colonel
Carol Seiler led the Territorial
Economic Summit last January, has
overseen the Kroc Center process
since 2008, and has proactively
addressed health and welfare issues
of employees and officers at
THQ."We have come to deeply
appreciate the people, mission-pas-
sion and commitment to the Word
that we have found in the Central
Territory. To continue to grow
together as believers will be a plea-
sure."

Colonels Néstor and Rebecca
Nüesch, Eastern Territory officers
currently serving as territorial lead-
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For Anita Rojas, husband
Apolonio, and son Sergio,
the newly built Kroc Center,
located just north of their

South Omaha home, is shining new
life onto their community.

“Now this piece of land radiates
with the light of hope,” Rojas said.
“You simply couldn’t dream any
higher for something as good as this
for fear that it would not become a
reality.”

Celebrating the Central
Territory’s first completed
Salvation Army Ray and Joan
Kroc Corps Community
Center, local donors and dig-
nitaries, Salvation Army offi-
cials and guests gathered in
November to dedicate the
$30 million, 122,000-square-

foot facility in Omaha, Neb.
The community center, located at

28th and Y streets in Historic South
Omaha, was made possible by a $60
million gift from Joan B. Kroc,
widow of McDonald’s CEO Ray
Kroc, and a $15 million local match-

ing endowment campaign headed by
Heritage Services, a nonprofit
Omaha firm.
A ribbon cutting and flag raising

ceremony featured speeches by
Omaha Public Power District
President and CEO W. Gary Gates,
Omaha Mayor Jim Suttle and
Omaha Salvation Army Advisory
Board Chairman Mike Cassling and
music by members of the Omaha
South High School Ambassadors
Show Choir. Special guests included
Amanda Latimer, Joan Kroc’s grand-
daughter, Latimer family members

Central Territory opens its
first Kroc Center
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and U.S.A. Olym-
pian and Silver
Medalist Maritza
Correia.
More than 320 peo-
ple attended the ded-
ication. Guests and
dignitaries included
Nebraska Governor
Dave Heineman,
Kroc family mem-
bers, donors, civic
leaders, Central terri-
torial leaders
C omm i s s i o n e r s
Barry C. and E. Sue
Swanson, and
Western divisional
leaders Majors Paul
and Renea Smith.
In keeping with The
Salvation Army’s

mission, the center will provide pro-
grams and services designed to
encourage positive,
life-changing expe-
riences for children
and adults, to
strengthen families
and to enrich the
lives of seniors.
“We are

immensely proud
of the way this
building has turned
out and anticipate
it will be a wonder-
ful catalyst of
transformation not
only for South
Omaha but the
entire Omaha

metro community,” said Western
Divisional Commander Major Paul
Smith.
This world class facility includes a

three-court gymnasium complex,
aquatic center with zero-depth entry
recreation pool, lazy stream, slide
and a six-lane, 25-yard competition
pool, state-of-the-art fitness center,

education center, learning center,
600-seat assembly hall, 400-seat fel-
lowship hall, chapel, outdoor festi-
val plaza and stage, athletic fields
and recreation areas, as well as addi-
tional gathering spaces.
Selected classes and programs

were offered in November and
December. A Grand Opening cele-
bration will occur this month.
Omaha’s Kroc Center is the seventh
to open in the U.S. Others include:
San Diego and San Francisco, Calif.,
Atlanta, Ga., Coeur d’Alene, Idaho,
Ashland, Ohio, and Salem, Ore.
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The best of resolutions

January is the time for new
year’s resolutions. Catherine
Owen writes an article summa-
rizing the motivation, titled

“Keeping New Year’s Resolutions:
three important questions to help
one through the New Year.” She
notes for centuries many civiliza-
tions have wanted to start the new
year off on the right foot—asking if
life is going in the direction you
want, and what could be improved.
Interestingly, she notes people desire
change, they want to change the
course of their lives in a way that
puts them in a “different place” at
the end of the year than at the begin-
ning. Transformation! But if it’s so
desired, why is it so hard? Notice
how her title starts out “Keeping…”

based on common knowledge that
resolutions to improve are tough to
keep. Possibly even a joke to make
them. Some resources will tell you
that 40 to 45 percent of American
adults make one or more resolutions
each year, only to be broken again
and again.
Not surprising, the top new year’s

resolutions include to lose weight,
exercise more and stop smoking.
Also popular are resolutions dealing
with better money management and
debt reduction. Some sources indi-
cate only 75 percent of resolutions
are maintained after the first week,
and only 46 percent after six
months. How do they know? More
likely they are reflecting observation
and self-reporting.

Am I contributing to a further
guilt trip? That’s not my intention.
Rather I want to reflect on the urge
to change behavior and attitudes
that aren’t beneficial. The difference
for me as a believer, however, is that
what I desire to change is deeply
rooted in my sinful nature and I
know I am wholly dependent on the
power of the Holy Spirit to make the
difference. If I’m not careful, I can
feel that just changing behavior is
enough. Sometimes I need to change
the habits of my behavior—setting
aside specific time for prayer for
example. But the change desired is
rooted in the awareness of the con-
trast between my desire to be a dis-
ciple of Jesus and the reality of my
human condition.

This year I’m going to focus on
these resolutions and pray these
scriptures:
1. “Create in me a pure heart, O

God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me.” (Ps 51:10)
2. Help me to be one who puts my

hope in the Lord, to renew my
strength. Then I will soar on wings
like eagles; run and not grow weary,
walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40:31)
3. Help me to daily live celebrat-

ing the truth that those who become
Christians become new persons.
They are not the same anymore, for
the old life is gone. A new life has
begun! (2 Cor 5:17)
I’m not even going to make other

resolutions. I want these three to be
the focus and to become part of my
continued faith journey for much
more than just this year.

Omaha Kroc Center
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by Major JosephWheeler

Awe, surprise and excite-
ment were felt as Mission
and Purpose (MAP) dele-
gates entered the Omaha

Ray and Joan Kroc Corps
Community Center. Three hundred
delegates were the first to experi-
ence it. They came with anticipation
and weren’t disappointed.
After Major Mark Martsolf (as

William Booth) challenged delegates
to rescue lost souls headed to hell,
altars were lined from end-to-end
even before the congregation began
singing, “All there is of me, Lord.”
Norridge Citadel, Ill., Corps

Officer Major Stephen Yoder
affirmed local officers and employ-
ees for responding to their call of
service. Using MAP’s theme verse I
Thess. 5:24 (The Message) “The One
who called you is completely
dependable,” Steve spoke powerfully
and clearly about everyone being
called and all calls being sacred.
Again, altars quickly filled with
seekers.
Eleven workshops showcased

ministry opportunities. Delegates

also visited the Omaha North Corps,
the Omaha Adult Rehabilitation
Center, Lied Renaissance Center,
disaster services headquarters and
toured the Kroc Center to see min-
istry firsthand.
Oak Creek Centennial, Wis.,

Corps Sergeant-Major Ken Tregellas
used humor and the props of clean
towels and overflowing garbage to
demonstrate the call is obvious and
needs to be responded to. He spoke
of the need for godly officers and
asked delegates to respond. The altar
was lined two rows deep with seek-

ers responding to
officership. Lt.
Colonel Dawn
Heatwole, territo-
rial candidates’
secretary, asked
them to join her
on the platform
for prayer. Nearly
one-third of the
delegates came
forward.
As MAP dele-
gates and Omaha
area corps
merged for
Sunday morning
worship, Lt.
Colonel Richard
Vander Weele,

territorial secretary for program,
reminded attendees this was more
than likely the largest gathering of
worshipers in the territory. Omaha
Kroc Corps soldiers, employees and
the center’s mission were dedicated
by Commissioners Ken and Joy
Baillie, former territorial leaders.
Challenges were given by Majors
Paul and Renea Smith, Western divi-
sional leaders,
and Majors Herb
and Yaneth
Fuqua, Omaha
Kroc administra-
tive corps offi-
cers.
Commissioner

Barry C.
Swanson, territo-
rial commander,
spoke of the call
to be harvesters,
asking those pre-
sent to respond
to God’s call to
be Kingdom

workers. Tears were once again left
on the altar as God’s presence was
felt.
MAP delegates left in awe from

the Holy Spirit’s ministry. They
were surprised at the clarity of
God’s voice, excited from participat-
ing in an historic moment for the
territory, and wondering at what
God will do.

Are you CALLED?
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Are you an action-oriented leader who loves and serves the Lord?
Then perhaps it’s time to consider if God is calling you to be an officer
with its unparalleled opportunities to accomplish work for His Kingdom.

As an officer you can:

• Help people find a personal relationship with Jesus

• Provide meals for the needy

• Comfort survivors of natural disasters

• Teach and nurture others in their faith

• Find great joy in service to others

Visit www.usc.salvationarmy.org/candidates

Looking for your mission?

ers in the South America East
Territory, have been appointed
respectively as chief secretary and
territorial secretary for women’s
ministries for the Central Territory.
Néstor Nüesch entered training as

a single cadet from the Greater New
York Division, and Rebecca from the
Empire State Division. Both were
commissioned in 1977 and married
that June. Their first appointment
was as corps officers in Passaic, N.J.
A series of divisional appointments,
primarily in finance for him and
women’s ministries for her, followed
including the Massachusetts,
Southwest Ohio/Northeast Kentucky,
and Empire State divisions. At
Eastern Territorial Headquarters, he
was the development coordinator for
Puerto Rico and then assistant busi-
ness administration secretary, while
she was the director of the program
service bureau in the corps growth
department.
They served as divisional leaders

for 15 years in the Puerto Rico and
Virgin Islands, Empire State and
Greater New York divisions. In 2006
they were appointed territorial com-
mander and territorial president of
women’s ministries, respectively, for

the South America East Territory.
Since 1989 during their tenure as
divisional and territorial leaders,
more than 200 cadets have entered
training college or have been com-
missioned as officers. Strategic plan-
ning, fiscal management and person-
al relational spiritual guidance are
trademarks of their leadership.
Colonel Néstor Nüesch has multi-

ple citizenships, including the U.S.,
Argentina and Switzerland. He was
born in Argentina in 1949 to
Salvation Army officers. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration from Pace University and a
master’s in business administration
from Suffolk University and was an
accountant before entering officer
training.
Colonel Rebecca Nüesch, nee

Brewer, was born to officer parents
in Charlotte, N.C. She is a fifth gen-
eration Salvationist, attended
Asbury College and worked for The
Salvation Army in programming
before entering training. She is gift-
ed in public speaking and writing
poetry.
The Nüesches have three daugh-

ters, Amy, Diana, and Jillian and
three grandchildren.

Continued from page 1



by Major Keith J.Welch

Ididn’t realize totally whatshaped the policies, proce-
dures and practices of our
Army, but having served

on the Officers’ Forum I see
where some of the changes
have been instigated,” said
newly elected co-chair Major
Norman Grainger.
The Officers’ Forum exists to

provide a communication link
between officers and Territorial
Administration. It allows offi-
cers from the Central Territory
to share concerns regarding
officership and corps ministry.
Captain Timothy Sell said, “I

expected this group to be very
starchy and business-minded…They
actually do not take themselves too
seriously. We do take the thoughts
and ideas of the officers submitting
concerns as serious.”
Officers are elected by their peers

and serve for a term of three years.
Forum members are voted to repre-
sent field, adult rehabilitation center

and administrative officers. Major
Julie McDowell, outgoing program
chair, expressed, “It was an honor to
serve.”
Items received from officers are

routed to one of three committees:
business, program, personnel. There
is also an executive committee
which includes the chair, co-chair,
the three committee chairs and the
territorial ex-officio member, Major
Toni Dorrell.

Examples of items the
forum dealt with this past
February are officer child-
care, sabbaticals, emer-
gency disaster services
patches for major disasters,
and women’s uniform
issues.
Every submission is given
careful attention and
researched before it’s
shared with the complete
forum membership. Items
either become holdovers
requiring further research, a
“letter to source” often con-
taining the result of the

research, a general report outlining
the research, and/or a recommenda-
tion which is submitted to Territorial
Administration for a decision.
“Serving on the forum helps me to

have a clearer understanding of the
process for changes,” said Major
Michael Mills.

Central Territory officers are
encouraged to submit their concerns
or questions through their elected
forum member.
Major Grainger said, “I have dis-

covered that the voice we have is
indeed heard and we’re shaping the
Army for tomorrow.”

Officers’ forum shares
questions and concerns

ICO Delegates 2010
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Idon’t get excited about wakingup at 3:00 a.m., but this was
different. I was headed to the
airport after picking up more

than 200 donuts and then Lt.
Ronnie Amick. Other than obligato-
ry construction zones, traffic was
non-existent. With a slight mist and
40 degrees, the day was starting out
fine. Although the Honor Flight was
scheduled for 6:30 a.m., I wasn’t
surprised to see a large group
assembled in the lobby as we pulled
to the curb around 5:00.
Joined by two other soldiers from

the Davenport, Iowa, Corps, we
were barely set up when guests
began to arrive. The
veterans were from
World War II. Many
sons and daughters
were guardians for
this trip to
Washington to visit
the war memorials.
Since their name
badges were large, I
could greet them by
name.
Coffee, juice and

donuts were the
early morning fare.
Many veterans
expressed apprecia-
tion. I thanked them for
their service, and we talked about
their experience. One shared his
story of receiving a donut from The
Salvation Army as he was getting on
a ship to go overseas some 60 years
ago. I was happy to provide him
with yet another donut as he waited
for the Honor Flight. In total, 101

boarded the flight.
The next morning went much the

same with the exception of the
appearance of “donut girls.” Three
ladies from the Heritage Temple

Corps in Moline, Ill.,
dressed up in World
War I donut girl uni-
forms to serve the vet-
erans. Their World War
I helmets were the
day’s hit! (I wore the
U.S. Army ballcap my
son, who’s currently
serving in Iraq, had
given me.) Many veter-
ans and guardians had
their pictures taken with
the lassies. Contrary to a
story being circulated,
none of these ladies was
an original World War I
lassie.

Captain Billie-Jo Richardson, Lt.
Amick and Steve Garrington (a
Heartland Division employee who
works out of the Quad Cities) assist-
ed on Saturday. Steve is also a mem-
ber of the local Honor Flight board.
On Saturday he flew out with the
men as a guardian and bus cap-
tain.
I left with pride in The

Salvation Army serving our
country’s veterans again. My
thoughts drifted to officers years
ago who provided refreshment
and encouragement to young sol-
diers as they went off to war. In
view of their service and these
heroes’ sacrifice, getting up at
3:00 a.m. is nothing.

To learn about the Honor Flight
program, visit Honorflight.org.
Consider volunteering.

Always an honor
The Salvation Army in the Quad Cities participated in Honor
Flights for veterans departing for Washington, D.C. Here Major
David Luft, city coordinator, shares his experience.

Please pray for these Central Territory officers as they attend the
International College for Officers this year.

Major David Gorton
Session 204
January 3rd - March 8th

Major Janice Love
Session 205

April 7th - June 7th

Major Randall Polsley
Session 207

October 13th - December 6th

Captain Enrique Azuaje
Session 206
July 14th - September 6th



by Chris Shay

In 2007 Colonel Paul R. Seiler,chief secretary, began exploring
with other territorial headquar-
ters staff the possibility of invit-

ing some corps to participate in a
new level of involvement in the
Partner in Mission (PIM) relation-
ship. After discussion and approval
from International Headquarters,
the PIM Next Steps pilot was
launched.
Four corps were selected for the

first phase.
The Dearborn Heights, Mich.,

Corps in the Eastern Michigan
Division was partnered with the
country of Peru.

The Kalamazoo, Mich., Corps in
the Western Michigan and Northern
Indiana Division was partnered with
the country of Malawi.

The Pekin, Ill., Corps in the
Heartland Division was partnered
with the country of Zimbabwe.
The St. Louis Gateway Citadel,

Mo., Corps in the Midland Division
was partnered with the country of
Chile.
They were challenged to raise

their World Services/Self-Denial
money for specific projects in their
PIM countries. Each corps obtained
information and pictures of individ-
ual projects to help cast the vision to
their congregations and feel a sense
of ownership in supporting their
partner. The Kalamazoo Corps was
able to send three soldiers and the
corps officer to Malawi (see sidebar)
which was particularly helpful in
jump-starting their partnership.
It’s hoped that over time Central

Territory corps and their corre-
sponding partners will grow in rela-
tionship and giving will increase.
Another goal is to engage more peo-
ple, including advisory board mem-

bers, business con-
tacts and other Army
friends, in the spirit
of self-denial as they
give to well-defined
projects in specific locations. In
addition, these corps are encouraged
to consider mission team visits,
bringing guest officers and soldiers
to the U.S. to speak and teach, pro-
vide sponsorships, and participate in
prayer ministries.
Two more corps
from the territo-
ry will be added
to the pilot pro-
gram in 2010.
PIM Next

Steps has not
completed this
first year without
c h a l l e n g e s .
Communication

difficulties and other problems have
occurred as might be expected in
any pilot program. But the vision
has been cast to find ways for our
soldiers and officers to better relate
to our brothers and sisters overseas

so as money is
raised there is a
better under-
standing of God’s
mission in the
world. For that
reason we rejoice
as we continue to
work toward
honoring God by
good stewardship
of our resources.

responsibility for and serve children
who are orphaned because of
HIV/AIDS.
We sat, talked and prayed with

Alinafe through an interpreter. Then
silent and feeling the weight of this
family’s suffering we began the long
walk to the van that would take us
back to our lodging.
And as we returned to our corps,

we remembered Alinafe. We have
looked at HIV/AIDS and discovered
that it has a face: young people who
suffer with it; young children who
are orphaned because their parents
have died from it; and volunteers
who are the hands and feet of
Christ.

by CaptainTom McComb

Alinafe sat in a
dusty clearing
with her father.
The 19-year-old

woman was clearly tired,
reclining on her folding
chair under a blanket and
gazing quietly at the dry
ground.
Local Salvation Army

volunteers introduced our
Kalamazoo, Mich., Corps
team of four to Alinafe (ah-
LEE-nah-fay which means “Glory to
God” in Chichewa). One of nearly
one million Malawians who suffer
from HIV/AIDS, Alinafe relies on
Army volunteers to administer med-
ication, assist with sanitary hygiene,
do laundry and help her and her
father get food and basic supplies.
The volunteers give selflessly to

those who can’t help themselves,
especially in their greatest need. Our
visit was during a season of scarce
food, so the volunteers pooled their
own money to buy a bag of corn
meal and presented it to Alinafe’s
father.
They also educate rural communi-

ties about how they can best take

The face of HIV/AIDS

A New Look at World Services

by Patty Douglas

November 2, 2009, was a
milestone day for Quincy,
Ill., as the much anticipat-
ed groundbreaking took

place for the $27 million Salvation
Army Ray and Joan Kroc Corps
Community Center.
Participating in the groundbreak-

ing ceremony were: Colonels Paul R.
and Carol Seiler, chief secretary and
territorial coordinator for strategic
mission planning; Major Lonneal
Richardson, Midland divisional
commander; Majors Alan and Carol
Wurtz, Quincy corps officers/Kroc
administrators; Mayor John Spring,
City of Quincy; and children and
parents who are part of Salvation
Army programs.

The anticipated completion date
for the center is the spring of 2011.
The Quincy Kroc Center will fea-

ture a 500 seat worship cen-
ter/theater, a community room, café,
party rooms, fitness center, child
watch area and outdoor playground,
aquatics center with a variety of fea-
tures, state-of-the-art game room,
walking/running track, gym, and
rock climbing wall. The Quincy
Kroc Center will be a LEED certified
building, (energy efficient design).
Partnering with The Salvation

Army on this project are:
Architechnics, Inc., architects of
record, Quincy, Ill.; Barker Rinker
Seacat, design architects, Denver,
Colo.; and S.M. Wilson, construction
managers, St. Louis, Mo.

Quincy Kroc breaks ground

Partner in Mission Next Steps
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6 2010: A year of
Let us begin this new year with faith and, with the Holy Spirit’s power, claim its
opportunities. Let us love deeply, give freely and live boldly—becoming more
like Christ each day. Read on and be inspired by your fellow Centralites.

God desires all people to be wor-
shippers: “After this I looked and
there before me was a great multitude
that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne…And
they cried out in a loud voice:
‘Salvation belongs to our God, who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’”
Rev (7:9-10)
This is my desire: to be “hidden

with Christ in God,” (Col. 3:3) so I
have the same world vision as He
does: one of love.

by Chris Shay

W e gain a world vision by
knowing God from His
Word. There we recognize

as humans we are all image bearers
of God, and that He loves those He
created.
Then we see His plan for us, “All

peoples on earth will be blessed” (Gen
12:3b). Jesus Christ is the culmination
of the plan because with His blood He
purchased men for God from every
tribe and language and people and
nation. (Rev 5:9b)

Gain World Vision

a piece of pie I did my best to help
him see he needed Christ in his life.
When I asked him if he would like to
ask Jesus into his life, he replied,
“What took you so long to ask?” That
day Tim accepted the Savior and
received the free gift of eternal life. I’m
glad the Holy Spirit empowered me
that day. So is Tim.
Ask God for discernment and power.

Be bold and make an eternal difference
this year.

by Paul Luhn

Sharing my faith with others is
always on my mind, especially
with those in my existing rela-

tional circles. I’ll never forget the day
God asked me to share the gospel
with my best friend. Getting over the
fear he might reject Christ was huge,
but I prayed and asked the Holy Spirit
to give me boldness as I shared the
Good News.
We met at Baker’s Square, and over

Share Your Faith

from somewhere in my heart.
Suddenly, I am seeing clearly.
For just that moment, questions are

answered, fears lost, failures fall away.
For just that moment, I receive the
goodness and grace that is God, and I
know He has pledged His heart to me
forever. For just that moment, I see
clearly.
Lord, help me to seek moments

when I can see You clearly, to be still
and know You are God.
“By day the Lord directs His love, at

night His song is with me—a prayer to
the God of my life” (Psalm 42:8).

by Captain JenniferWoodard

T ears stream down my face as I
watch the redemptive Les
Miserables. A melody causes

my heart to sing. A sky of diamonds
shouts God is God. A sunset’s blaze
proclaims, “God is here,” while a new
day dawning whispers, “Never fear.” A
friend draws close, and I am humbled.
I see best in the center of greatness:

great silence, beauty, creativity, won-
der. Here, truth dawns so clearly there
are no questions, only matters of fact.
Hope swells. Love is realized.

Gratitude surprises. Truth escapes

See Clearly

your knees.” I finally surrendered and
said, “God, here is my life. I sign it
over to you. Show me. Lead me. I will
follow.” For me, surrender was and
still is the real act of faith!
A great chorus proclaims, “He is

able, more than able to do much more
than I could ever dream. He is able,
more than able, to make me what He
wants me to be.”
Reach higher!

by Major Andy Miller

I found myself saying, “I know
best” when it came to my needs
and my desires. I said, “Here is

my plan for my life, Lord. Just sign
on, and I will continue with my life as
I have planned.” With that philosophy
I never got beyond myself.
Then a friend told me: “You are

never higher than when you’re on

Reach Higher

turning off my television to do some-
thing more productive, walking away
from gossip, and opening my home to
others. Worship is giving God some-
thing that is precious to me. It’s taking
care of myself and the relationship I
have with my neighbors.
Simply put worship is the right

response to the presence of God. And
as His presence is constant, so are
our opportunities to live a life of wor-
ship.

by Eric Himes

W orship is a simple verb and
a complex noun. As a verb
it is easily measured and

contained, usually to a few hours on
Sunday. As a noun, worship is more
than just music or prayer; it’s a way of
life.
To me it is loving the unlovely, giv-

ing anonymously, even picking up
trash when no one is looking. It’s

Worship Every Day
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looking for answers to troubling
times? Or is it a cry for help and His
continued presence? Our relationship
is the cornerstone of my existence. I
dare not take a step without Him, but
with Him I can go the distance.
“It is in knowing You and in under-

standing Your ways and Word that we
can sense Your presence, love and
care. Thanks, Father. It’s us again,
searching for more, exploring and
going deeper!”

by Major Diane Harper

Hello, Father. It’s me again.
Well, remember that conver-
sation we had about….”

My talks with God are becoming
more and more frequent. It’s become
my daily, hourly, minute-by-minute
adventure. He listens; I talk. I listen;
He talks.
I’m realizing I need Him more and

more. Is it my age? Have I reached a
new level of spiritual maturity? Am I

Pray More

of the Church, which they did quite
successfully.
The essence of being a mentor then

is to smell like sheep (taken from
Lynn Anderson’s They Smell Like
Sheep). More than anything we do for
our people, we must be with our peo-
ple. We must know their needs, con-
cerns and problems. A mentor doesn’t
tell others how to live; he shows
them. Do I smell like sheep?

by John Kim

Ministry is about people—
caring for them, developing
them, loving them.

Jesus said, “I am the good shep-
herd. The good shepherd lays down
His life for the sheep.”(John 10:11).
Not only did Jesus back up these
words by laying down His life for the
sheep, but He mentored and equipped
His disciples to carry out the mission

Be a Mentor

ing my thoughts, my heart to God’s
Word. I hear the voice of the One who
loves me and longs for me to go
deeper in His Word.
It’s important to me to begin the day
with the Lover of my soul

If I miss our time,
My God may say
Is my Word such a little thing?
Oh, no I cry; as I understand that
wisdom.

Joy and peace in my life are seen;
As my Savior and I go deeper,
yes deeper.

by Major Joyce Anderson

Deeper, deeper in the love of
Jesus, let me deeper go.”
The old saints used to sing

this often. But how do we go deeper?
I Peter 2:2 (NASB) says, “As new born
babes desire the sincere milk of the
Word that you may grow in respect to
salvation.”
We have a new puppy; in the morn-

ing he can hardly wait to eat. He
breathes it in! I can almost see him
grow each day.
So it is with me: same time, same

place each day. I can hardly wait, turn-

Get in the Word

God’s story, the revealing of
Himself, begins with the phrase, “In
the beginning God.” It’s from this
point that He woos me to experience
Him, to discover the essence of His
character and nature.
This year my desire is to live

stronger by getting involved in the
pursuit of knowing God, experiencing
Him as revealed in the Old Testament.
He’s a great story teller. I can’t wait to
hear it.

by Major Darryl Leedom

As a believer, I’ve directed most
of my study toward the gospel
accounts and Paul’s writings.

A simple glance at my Bible reveals
the pages of the New Testament are
marked and worn; whereas, the Old
Testament pages are “gently used.”
Naturally, I’m drawn to the New
Testament. It’s a place I’m most com-
fortable. However, the story doesn’t
begin there. It begins in the Old
Testament.

Get Involved

see how God has developed and pre-
pared me for the job He has called me
to here in Flint, Mich. Everything
about me—my personal history, the
people in my life, the passions of my
heart—all give me a greater sense of
direction and purpose.
Examine the person God has creat-

ed you to be and ask Him how you
can use your passions and gifts for
Him.

by RachelWyatt

Not all of us are lucky enough
to have an experience like
Paul where God appears and

tells us exactly what to do with our
lives. However, we can still find our
callings woven into the stories of who
we are.
Paul’s background and experiences

made him the perfect person to do the
job God had for him. Similarly, I can

Find Your Calling
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seeking to provide information and
networking opportunities and to
enhance interagency coordination
for disaster preparedness and
response. Delegates represented all
four USA territories, National
Headquarters, and the Canada and
Bermuda Territory. Although target-

ing delegates
from more
than 50 faith
partner orga-
n i z a t i o n s ,
government
and non-
faith disaster
p a r t n e r s
attended as
well.
“This was

an excellent
training and
networking
opportunity,

and I encourage The Salvation
Army to continue to provide
interagency trainings such as
this at the local and national
level,” said Diana Rothe-Smith,
executive director for National
Voluntary Organizations Active
in Disasters.
Commissioner Barry C.

Swanson, Central territorial
commander, gave a welcome
and message during the keynote
session. Daily devotions were
then delivered by leaders from
other faith partner organiza-
tions. Two excellent plenary pre-
sentations were made by David
L. Myers, director, Center for
Faith Based and Community
Initiatives, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security; and Chaplain
(Colonel) Thomas C. Vail, United
States Army.
Course options included: critical

incident stress management; the
PREPARE international disaster
training; curriculum from the
National Disaster Training Program;
and sheltering and psychological
first-aid from the American Red
Cross. There was a wide variety of
workshops such as: compassion
fatigue; special needs populations;
children; resiliency; spiritual care;
housing; performance measure-
ments for nonprofit organizations;
collaborative partnering; and safety

and health.
The institute was the last national

training event to help fulfill the goals
of the National Disaster Training
Program funded by a Lilly
Endowment Grant. This grant made
it possible for almost 200 delegates to
attend for a minimal registration fee
of $150 which covered four nights of
lodging, training materials and most
meals. Kevin Ellers, Central territori-
al disaster services coordinator,
chaired the institute planning com-
mittee. Many delegates expressed a
desire to continue training at the
local level and to have more national
training opportunities.

The Central Territory recent-
ly hosted a nationwide
Disaster Faith Partners
Institute themed “In One

Accord,” (Acts 2:44-47). The four-day
training conference focused on
frontline disaster leadership—deci-
sion makers in field operations—
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Chancy Smith awarded Deborah with the
Outstanding Support Award.

Fired up for God

at any moment to assist. During
their off weeks they must be avail-
able to assist with any major inci-
dents such as large fires with multi-
ple casualties.
Other duties include providing

confidential, spiritual assistance and
counseling to the fire department
personnel and the community,
responding to the hospital for all fire
related injuries, and representing the
community at official civic events.
Although trained in counseling and

high stress volunteer work, more
than anything else these men desire
to represent Christ. Angus, who is the
training officer in the chaplain
department, put it this way: “We
want our lives, actions and service to
reflect the gospel and point to God.”

As commis-
sioned fire
chaplains
for the

chaplain division of
the Detroit Fire
Department, Angus
MacKenzie, George
Aren, Jim Swan and
Ross Myers some-
times handle very
difficult circum-
stances: counseling
injured fire fighters,
praying at funerals,
supporting families
devastated by a fire.
These men have
more in common
than a desire to serve
people, however. They are all
Salvationists.
Although volunteers, their work is

intense, and the rigors involved in
becoming commissioned are great.
Commissioning consists of 18
months of training. It includes com-
pleting eight training courses, under-
standing the incident command pro-
cedure, and becoming certified with
the federal government.
Each fire chaplain (there are six

total with the Detroit Fire
Department) serves in rotation as
duty officer every five or six weeks.
They serve a week at a time starting
at 8:00 a.m. one Sunday morning
and concluding at 8:00 a.m. the next.
As duty officer they could be called

Outstanding support

provided physical comfort but spiri-
tual comfort as well. He continued
by saying that Deborah and Brian
represent The Salvation Army
through their incredible character.
They have the ability to overcome
obstacles of disaster relief with both
humility and grateful hearts.

Deborah works on Brian’s ser-
vice extension team at divisional

headquarters where she over-
sees disaster preparedness
and relief efforts for 96 coun-
ties in Kansas and four coun-
ties in Missouri. With the
prevalence of tornados and
winter storms in her division,
it’s a significant, and at times
daunting, responsibility.
Ultimately, Deborah’s faith
sees her through.
“You learn to love and care

for people like you would
your own family,” she said.
“It touches your heart so
deeply that your desire is to
make them more comfort-
able.”

The Salvation Army doesn’t
wait for a federal declaration
to help those coping in a dis-
aster… We can work with

one or thousands,” said Deborah
Abner, Kansas and Western
Missouri’s divisional service exten-
sion disaster coordinator. While it
may be impossible to work with
every person in need, guided by a
heart for people and love for the Lord,
Deborah helps everyone possible.
With a compassion-driven work

ethic, it is no wonder that Deborah
Abner, along with Brian Carroll,
divisional service extension director,
were recognized by the Emergency
Management Support Association of
Kansas with the Outstanding
Support Agency/Individual Award.
The award was given to them based
on dedicated efforts by Deborah in
managing, and Brian in assisting,
disaster relief work in Dickinson
County, which was devastated by a
tornado in 2009.
Chancy Smith, emergency man-

agement coordinator in Dickinson
County, nominated Deborah and
Brian. In his letter of recommenda-
tion Chancy praised them for work-
ing incredibly long, hard hours to
feed and serve people. They not only

Salvationist fire chaplains, (l to r): Jim Swan, Ross Myers,
George Aren and Angus MacKenzie

Lion’s Club member Bob Courtney assisted Deborah
with relief work on the field.



Targeting Urban Mission

When the Booths began work in
London, they discovered the
importance of working in the
affluent West End as well as the
slums of the East End. Catherine
preached, taught, asked for finan-
cial contributions and, most
importantly, helped infuse
William’s East End work with a
steady, albeit never large, stream
of individuals from the West End.
I suspect this may be a lesson
from our history which we must
relearn.

How can we be true to our
origin as an organization?

We will do well as long as we
look for people who are forgotten
and underserved, as the Latin
American theologian Jon Sobrino
put it, ‘the crucified people.’
Officers and soldiers must never

stop looking for those
who are the left-out ones
to serve, to include and
to present the Good
News to.

Is there a template for urban
mission or will it be grass-roots
developed?

I’m skeptical that attempts to
replicate hold the most promise.
Each city, neighborhood or com-
munity may share an urban quali-
ty, but they surely do not share

the same needs. I see the process
being one of searching for, recruit-
ing, deploying, and providing
needed resources to people who
can effectively work—and thrive—
in concentrated urban popula-
tions. They are those who see,
hear, and notice how people hurt,
what they hope for, and then do
something about it.

Would you speak to the concept
of an incarnational approach?

It can’t be seen as some magic
thing which will bring effective-
ness. It’s a matter of taking time
to be with people, caring for
them, loving them as Christ, liv-
ing among them. It demands spe-
cial people. Not everyone is wired

this way or will be able to count
the cost and pay it. This does not
discount the care and love we
share if we don’t live right there.

Many cities have pockets of
revitalization and have attracted
citizens who are well off
financially. Will urban mission
encompass ministry to them?

If someone is materially well
off, it doesn’t mean they don’t
have needs. Catherine and
William Booth discovered there
are deep needs in the well off, but
they are needs which are met in
coming to Christ and serving in
His name. If it’s more blessed to
give than to receive, who really is
ministered to most?

Could you share a meaningful
experience as an inner-city corps
officer?

The littlest things mean much.
A few weeks ago a man in his 30s
thanked me for waiting in the van
one Sunday morning on the west
side of Chicago when he was
seven years old so he could get
his mother’s permission to come
to The Salvation Army. He didn’t
think I would wait that long. It
meant a world of difference to
him growing up in the city.

How can the individual
Salvationist get involved and
make a difference?

Get out of your comfort zone.
Choose to be with people unlike
you. Be counted as a friend to
those who suffer. Surprise the
world as you are in places you
don’t belong, with people you
shouldn’t be with, sharing what
you can barely afford. Christ
comes alive when we do.

As we already have many
corps, adult rehabilitation
centers and social service
units in cities, how will
establishing a new focus and
office help facilitate more
effective ministry in the cities?
Really, the idea of “many” could

be challenged by the number of
people who are members, with a
decline over the past 50 years in
our 10 largest Midwestern metro
areas. Also, while there are more
corps in suburbs now, the number
in cities has declined from 68 in
1950 to 45 today.
In part, urban mission will deal

with ways to increase our pres-
ence in cities. In some places this
may mean creating corps; in oth-
ers, it may mean exciting new
expressions of Salvation Army
presence and ministry. It may
mean taking risks and exercising
the freedom to make excellent
mistakes.

Do you see urban mission and
multicultural ministries working
hand-in-hand?

As North American cities have
become more multicultural, I see
only an increasing working
together of urban mission with
multicultural ministries. Major
Mary Hammerly and her depart-
ment have already been very
encouraging and helpful.

What can we learn from our
history to enable us to spread
the Good News and minister
effectively in cities today?
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Want to help chart our
territory’s future?

• Visit www.usc.salvationarmy.org/priorities
• View downloads, artwork and discussion points
from the 2009 Territorial Commander’s Conference
on Strategic Priorities

• Take part in active discussion forums.
Give your constructive ideas about urban
missions, youth ministries, multicultural
ministries, soldier vitality, candidate
recruitment, and concentrated prayer.

One of our territory’s strategic priorities is Urban Mission. This interview with Major Phil
Aho, territorial urban mission secretary, gives an introduction.

Jubilee buzz!

Commissioner Eva D. Gaither, an
inspirational speaker in her own
right, will be featured throughout
the weekend. Territorial
Commander (and Chief of the Staff
designate) Commissioner Barry C.
Swanson and Commissioner E. Sue
Swanson also will participate.
Heroes of the Faith will herald the

opening session as luminaries from
past decades are celebrated for their
extraordinary contributions to the
Army’s mission in Chicago.
Saturday will be filled with innov-

ative and futuristic youth events, a
Kingdom culture celebration
(women’s luncheon) and a men’s
luncheon.
Sunday will feature the largest

united songster brigade ever assem-
bled in Chicago along with music by
the Chicago Staff Band.
You won’t want to miss it!

Visit www.Jubilee125.org

by Colonel Dennis Phillips

There’s a buzz in the air
about Jubilee, a celebra-
tion of the 125th anniver-
sary of the first Salvation

Army meeting in Chicago. It will be
held on the grounds of Wheaton
College March 12-14, 2010.

National Commander
Commissioner Israel L. Gaither
(named by the San Francisco
Examiner as one of the “Top Ten
Communicators” in 2006) and
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stopper of the
evening: “Vitae
Aeternum” (Life
Eternal) by Paul
Lovatt-Cooper.
Technically chal-
lenging and
sonorous, this
brilliant work fea-
tures three Army
songs about faith
and the assurance
of eternal life. The

delighted audience
responded with a standing ovation.
Herb Bruce was brought out for a

final bow and joined the band in an
encore performance of the New
Orleans-style jazz spiritual, “Lord,
Lord, You sure been good to me,”
by Eric Alexander.

Commissioner E. Sue
Swanson closed the
festivities in prayer,
and dozens of CSB
alumni joined the
band to sing the CSB
“Choral Benediction.”

succinct summary
of the commission-
er’s life:
Riches I heed not,
nor man’s empty
praise,

Thou mine inheri-
tance, now and
always:

Thou and Thou
only, first in my
heart,

High King of heaven, my Treasure
Thou art.
Herb Bruce further demonstrated

his versatility with the 1940s big
band solo, “Trombonology,” by
Tommy Dorsey, contrasted by an
arrangement of one of the best
known tenor arias, “Nessun Dorma”
by Puccini, arranged
by James Cheyne.
Having just

returned from
Malawi, Africa,
Commissioner Barry
C. Swanson drew
from the fresh expe-
riences of this
impoverished
country. In offer-
ing food for
thought and rea-
sons to be
thankful, the ter-
ritorial comman-
der paralleled the
joyful faith of Malawi
Salvationists and the testimo-
ny of the Apostle Paul: “I
have learned the secret of liv-
ing in every situation,
whether it is with a full stom-
ach or empty, with plenty or
little. For I can do everything
with the help of Christ who
gives me the strength I need.”
(Phil. 4: 11-13, NLT)
The program neared conclu-
sion with the band’s show-

No recession for Chicago Staff Band

Broughton,
demonstrat-
ing his ease
in the trom-
bone’s soar-
ing upper
register.
The program’s

first half conclud-
ed with Himes’ meditation, “The
Blessing,” written on the occasion of
his son’s wedding. Based on “Come
Thou fount of every blessing,” the
entry of the bride majestically coin-
cides with the text. The second half
opened with a brilliant cornet fea-
ture by Stephen Bulla on
“Concertante for Cornets and Band,”
which uses as its principal theme
Hans Leo Hassler’s (1564-1612)
Passion Chorale.
This year the audience sing-along

was Himes’ new arrangement of the
ancient Irish hymn “Be Thou my
vision.” In his introduction Himes
dedicated this setting to
Commissioner Andrew S. Miller, one
of the Army’s most dynamic and
revered leaders.
He pointed to
the second
verse as a

by Stan Kelley

Wwith the nation seek-
ing high value at low
expense, the Chicago
Staff Band (CSB), led

by Bandmaster William Himes, pro-
vided a “door-buster” concert event
once again! The crowd of more
than 2,000 at Wheaton College’s
Edman Chapel enjoyed a variety of
musical styles with band and guest
soloist Herb Bruce in fine form.
Following Stephen Bulla’s exciting

opener, “Praise Him,” CSB
Executive Officer Lt. Colonel
Richard Vander Weele greeted the
audience.
The CSB gave

an exciting per-
formance of
Ray Steadman-
Allen’s classic
transcription,
“Melodies of
Dvorák,” a
kaleidoscope
of many famil-
iar themes
which ended
with a great
flourish. Next
was the band’s
first vocal item, “He
leadeth me,” featuring Paul
Kellner’s original melody which has
given new life to this familiar
hymn.
Guest artist trombone virtuoso

Herb Bruce has played with such
diverse artists as Wayne Newton,
Frankie Valli, the Temptations and
Amy Grant. His numerous record-
ing credits include the acclaimed
“Spiritual to the Bone” Salvation
Army trombone ensemble.
He amazed the crowd with the

technical showpiece, “Scherzo for
Trombone and Band” by James
Cheyne, which amply demonstrated
his stunning range and command of
the instrument. He followed with a
buttery smooth ballad, “Song to
Lotta,” by Swedish composer Jan
Sandström, arranged by
Bandmaster Himes.
The CSB sang two toe-tappers,

“Soon and very soon,”
featuring Karl Strand as
soloist, and “Then will
the very rocks cry out.”
While audiences expect
the CSB to play well,
they’re always sur-
prised by the quality of
singing. This program
was no exception.
Herb Bruce played a

beautiful arrangement
of “Let the beauty of
Jesus” by William

2009 Sounds of
the Seasons CD
A professional CD recording of the 2009

Sounds of the Seasons, featuring the CSB and
guest Herb Bruce, is available for $15 each,
plus $5 shipping and handling for orders of any quantity to the same address.
Orders with quantity, address information and payment (Visa and MasterCard

accepted) should be sent to:
Chicago Staff Band, The Salvation Army,
10 W. Algonquin Rd., Des Plaines, IL 60016
If paying by credit card, fax (847) 227-5033.
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February Prayer Calendar

My Prayer List

Go to www.prayercentralusa.org for prayer updates.

If you follow the prayer calendar in the next year, you will have
read through the Bible!

Day

1 Monday

2 Tuesday

3Wednesday

4 Thursday

5 Friday

6 Saturday

7 Sunday

8 Monday

9 Tuesday

10Wednesday

11 Thursday

12 Friday

13 Saturday

14 Sunday

15 Monday

16 Tuesday

17Wednesday

18 Thursday

19 Friday

20 Saturday

21 Sunday

22 Monday

23 Tuesday

24Wednesday

25 Thursday

26 Friday

27 Saturday

28 Sunday

Bible Reading

Job 9-10

Isaiah 23-28

Matthew 11-13

Romans 9-10

Genesis 20-23

Judges 1-6

Psalms 15-17

Job 11-12

Isaiah 29-33

Matthew 14-16

Romans 11-12

Genesis 24-27

Judges 7-11

Psalms 18-20

Job 13-14

Isaiah 34-39

Matthew 17-19

Romans 13-14

Genesis 28-31

Judges 12-16

Psalms 21-23

Job 15-16

Isaiah 40-44

Matthew 20-22

Romans 15-16

Genesis 32-35

Judges 17-21

Psalms 24-26

Pray for The Salvation Army

Norfolk, Neb., Corps

Manistee, Mich., Corps

National Headquarters,
Alexandria, Va.
Milwaukee (South Side Latino),
Wis., Corps

South Bend, Ind., ARC*

Plymouth, Mich., Corps

Candidates for Officership
& Corps Cadets

Ottawa, Ill., Corps

Marion, Ind., Corps

Western DHQ**

Pittsburg, Kan., Corps

Gary-Merrillville, Ind., Corps

Re:Generation
Young Adult Conference

Quincy, Ill., Corps

Minneapolis (Temple),
Minn., Corps

North Platte, Neb., Corps

Captains Timothy &
Camie McPherson (Germany)

Michigan City, Ind., Corps

Milwaukee (West), Wis., Corps

Pontiac, Mich., Corps

Omaha, Neb., Kroc Center

Pekin, Ill., Corps

Muncie, Ind., Corps

Salina, Kan., Corps

Hammond-Munster, Ind., Corps

St. Charles, Mo., Corps

Minot, N.D., Corps

Northern Hills, S.D., Corps

* = Adult Rehabilitation Center
** = Divisional Headquarters
PIM = Partners in Mission
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The soaring interior of the
Lawrence University Memorial
Chapel was the Saturday evening
site of the White Heron Chorale’s
annual autumn concert, “Grateful
Hearts and Voices.”
The CSB under the direction of

Bandmaster William Himes and the
75-voice chorale, performing for the
first time in 25 years under a new
conductor, Dr. Paul Nesheim, pre-
sented vocal pieces and band selec-
tions celebrating the beauty and sim-
ple joys of life. The program was
supplemented with patriotic songs,
hymns and works by American com-
posers, including Bill Himes.
The dedication of the Menasha

Fox Cities Corps building was con-
ducted by Major Robert E.

Thomson, Wisconsin and
Upper Michigan divi-
sional commander.
Territorial Property
Secretary Major Cheryl
Lawry presented the cer-
emonial key to Majors
Jose and Annette
Tamayo, corps officers.
The $2.3 million renova-
tion project included a
childcare wing, updated
kitchen, chapel, gymna-
sium and meeting rooms
with moveable dividers.

Fox Cities snares CSB

Photos by Robb Waugus

One corps’ 24/7 experience

An hour is far too long.
That’s what the folks at
the Traverse City, Mich.,
Corps thought when the

major said he needed them to sign
up in one-hour segments to pray for
an entire day! It was their corps’
chance to participate in the territo-
ry’s 24/7 prayer effort.

Interestingly, they found an hour
far too short. Their number one
complaint was, “It’s not long
enough!” And although their corps’
officially slotted participation is
done, they’re clamoring for more.
Corps Officers Majors Bruce and

Mildred Jennings report their sol-
diery would like to hold 24-hour
prayer at least once a month and
insist that somehow this modest
corps should find a room to set aside
for prayer stations all the time.
Obviously, some clever effort—

and dare we say prayer—went into
this corps’ 24/7 event planning.
Participants visited prayer stations
throughout the gym with Bible and
notebook in hand. At each they
interactively focused on one phrase
of the Lord’s Prayer.
In the following Sunday morning

meeting, Bruce sang “The Lord’s
Prayer,” and the Holy Spirit descend-
ed in a powerful way. The altars
were lined with people praying.
“It gives me goose bumps just

thinking about it,” said Mildred.
One soldier recounted, “The most

difficult part of the Lord’s Prayer for
me was forgiveness. The idea was to
hold a stone and think of someone
we were holding a grudge or bitter-
ness against. The stone I picked up
was pretty big and as I started pray-
ing it got heavier until I didn’t think
I’d be able to hold it any longer, but
I kept praying in earnest for the will
to let go. After a couple of minutes
of being in tune with the Holy Spirit,
I finally let the stone go into the
water. I felt as if a huge weight had
been lifted from my shoulders.”

Acollaboration of Fox
River Valley institu-
tions, led by the
Menasha Fox Cities,

Wis., Corps, brought the world-
renowned Chicago Staff Band
(CSB) to its first-ever series of
performances in the area.
“I think it gives us an opportu-

nity to show the community-at-
large some other aspects of The
Salvation Army they may not have
known before,” said Major Jose
Tamayo, corps officer.
In addition to the primary event—

a Saturday evening concert with one
of the Midwest’s premier vocal
groups, the White Heron Chorale—
the CSB was honored to perform at
a Sunday afternoon dedication ser-
vice for the Menasha Fox Cities
Corps building which had under-
gone extensive renovations.
The CSB also performed at Christ

the Rock Community Church during
its two Sunday morning worship ser-
vices, and it conducted a workshop
for middle and high school student
musicians from area schools at
Kaukauna High School.
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Mrs. Captain Edith Mae Bennett
Mrs. Capt-

ain Edith Mae
Bennett was
promoted to
Glory on
October 19,
2009.
Edith was

born to Elwin
and Elizabeth
Bicknell on
December 6, 1923; she was the old-
est of six children.
She entered the College for

Officer Training from the Detroit
Brightmoor, Mich., Corps and had
the honor of being commissioned by
General Evangeline Booth in 1943.
She served at corps in the Eastern
Michigan Division (EMI) before she
fell in love. Soon after meeting
WWII veteran, William Harfoot,
Edith resigned to marry him.
Their marriage was blessed with

five boys, who were the pride and
joy of Edith’s life. Edith and William
lived in Michigan until William’s
death in 1961.
After William’s passing, Edith was

employed by EMI divisional head-
quarters. She married Auxiliary
Captain Jack Bennett in 1973 and
was reaccepted as an officer.
Together, the Bennetts served at
Harbor Light institutions.
The Bennetts retired in 1991, but

Edith’s service continued as she
often volunteered at their corps in
Lakeland, Fla. Jack was promoted to
Glory in 1999.
She is survived by five sons, Colonel

William (Susan) Harfoot, Daniel
(Wendy), Gerald, Kenneth (Maggi) and
Timothy (Claudia); 13 grandchildren;
seven great grandchildren; and a
brother Tom (Pat) Bicknell.

Promoted to Glory

Major John Cunard
Major John

Cunard was
promoted to
Glory on
October 31,
2009.
John was

born on May
27, 1923, in
Niagara, Wis.
Twenty years
later he was saved at the Detroit
Harbor Light, Mich., Corps. Almost
immediately he began to feel a dri-
ving force in his heart to serve.
He met Lt. Alberta Osterhout,

when she was serving in Detroit.
She was a vocalist; he thought she
had the voice of an angel. John
began to spend more time with
Alberta, and the couple was united
in marriage after his commissioning
in 1957.
Their first appointment was in

Ecorse, Mich. Their ministry includ-
ed service in corps, harbor light cen-
ters, adult rehabilitation centers and
the Detroit Evangeline Center
before retiring in 1988, from
Holland, Mich.
Those who knew John remember

him for his sincere heart for others’
salvation and his devotion to family.
John had the privilege of seeing all
five of his daughters become offi-
cers.
Major Cunard is preceded in

death by his wife, Alberta. He is sur-
vived by daughters Major Cindy
(Jeffrey) Strickler, Major Susan
(Ralph) Bukiewicz, Captain Lori
(Timothy) Meyer, Captain Carol
(Alan) Wurtz and Captain Lisa
(Robert) Mueller; 12 grandchildren
and three great grandchildren.

CAMP LAKE, WIS.—Camp Wonderland was the site
of the first international conference of “Stop the
Traffik,” a global movement against human traf-
ficking founded by Steve Chalke with over 1,300
member organizations in 50 countries. Steve (r) pre-
sented Maribeth V. Swanson, Metropolitan division-
al associate director of family and community ser-
vices, a copy of his recently published book, Stop
the Traffik: People Shouldn’t Be Bought and
Sold, co-authored with Cherie Blair, wife of
Britain’s former prime minister. The conference
was hosted by The Salvation Army’s PROMISE
(Partnership to Rescue Our Minors From Sexual
Exploitation) and STOP-IT programs. Maribeth runs
the divisional STOP-IT program, which was recent-
ly awarded a three-year grant from the U.S. Department of Justice.

DES PLAINES, ILL.—In keeping with this year’s territori-
al prayer initiative, a chapel service at Central Territorial
Headquarters provided employees and officers another
opportunity for prayer and meditation with a prayer
labyrinth. Pictured is Priscilla Lewis of the property
department taking a moment to reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice
for our sins. The prayer labyrinth was designed to remind
employees and officers of their union with Christ. The
chapel service was prepared and led by the territorial
women’s ministries department.

SOUTHFIELD, MICH.—The
Eastern Michigan Division
hosted its first “Sew, Swap,
Scrap Day!” for 53 girl
guards and their leaders at
its headquarters in early
November. Attendees

learned photo scrapbooking and basic sewing skills by creating
items, such as purses and pillows, from used clothing they
brought. The girls were happy to learn how to stretch a dollar
with a fun swap of clothes and accessories they were tired of
wearing or which no longer fit. This was the first event attend-
ed by the newly formed girl guard troop from the Wyandotte
Downriver Corps. A tour of divisional headquarters prompted
one girl to say, “Wow! I didn’t know The Salvation Army did so
many things. I’m glad I’m a part!”

ROCKFORD,
ILL.—During the
Scandinavian
Jubilee weekend
held this past fall
at the Temple
Corps, 11 junior
soldiers had the
honor of being
enrolled by
General John
Larsson (Rtd.),
reported Majors
Randall and
Kathleen
Hellstrom, corps

officers. A commitment to junior soldiership prepares youth ages seven to 14 for senior sol-
diership through study of the Bible and Salvation Army doctrine, history and practices,
while learning the Christian lifestyle and receiving opportunities for service.

ST. LOUIS, MO.—A ribbon
cutting by Commissioner
Barry C. Swanson, territori-
al commander, reopened
The Railton as an afford-
able downtown housing
development this past
November in the Midland
Division. For more than 70
years the building was
workforce and transitional
housing with single-room
quarters. When the build-
ing required a $14 million
renovation, living space
was changed to full apart-
ments with kitchens. The
Railton offers support services for independent-living, a computer center, fitness facility and
meeting space.

DES PLAINES, ILL.—To support the expansion of the innovative online red kettle initiative
(available at ONLINEREDKETTLE.COM) and the launch of the new red kettle stands with
wireless credit card units (Resource Connection), the territorial community relations and

development department,
led by Major John
Wilkins, held an open
house that attracted more
than 150 people to its
offices. Each departmental
section hosted a refresh-
ment station, distributed
information, small gifts
and provided entertain-
ment, such as a fun
gallery of word games by
the editorial section, while
the audio-visual section
filmed green-screen videos
of people ringing bells in
falling snow for use with
their online red kettle
sites. Other departmental
sections include planned
giving, disaster services,
special events and public
and corporate
relations.

Around the Territory

been his corps officers in Oakbrook
Terrace, Ill. Other speakers recount-
ed stories from the McCartys’ child-
hoods, officer careers and family
life. TSA Madison led praise and rep-
resented an earlier McCarty min-
istry.
Charles and Jan were born in

Rushville, Ind., to neighboring fami-
lies. They began attending The
Salvation Army as children; former
corps officers Lt. Colonels Jim and
Jean Davis and Major David Logan
were recognized. Another special
moment was a concluding song,
“Remember Me,” by 9-year-old
Olivia Trentadue, the McCarty’s
granddaughter, who was backed up
by their daughters Michele, Jody
and Lisa.

by KenWyatt

Ina ceremony rich with celebra-tory emotions, Majors Charles
and Jan McCarty marked their
retirement from nearly 43 years

of active service. Territorial leaders
Commissioners Barry C. and E. Sue
Swanson conducted the retirement
ceremony before a crowd of family,
friends and colleagues at the St.
Charles Tri-City, Ill., Corps, which
was the McCarty’s first appoint-
ment.
“This day is not about us,” Charles

and Jan affirmed in a joint response.
“It’s about Him. None of this is
about success. It’s about people—
you. Each of you represents the min-
istry we celebrate today.”
The McCartys served in several

other Metropolitan Division corps,
then in a series of divisional appoint-
ments in the Eastern Michigan,
Heartland, Kansas and Western
Missouri, Northern, plus Western
Michigan and Northern Indiana
divisions. They served at territorial
headquarters, where Charles was
the territorial youth secretary, then
territorial program secretary. Most
recently the McCartys ministered as
territorial pastoral care officers.
William Himes, territorial music

and gospel arts secretary, led the ser-
vice, noting the McCartys had once

God’s unfolding grace


